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SEVENTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1887. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  seventeenth  annual  report. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  removal  from  town  of  our  co. 
trustee,  Thomas  Bellows  Peck,  Esq.,  now  a resident  of  Wal- 
pole, N.  H. 

A quiet  and  unassuming  gentleman  of  scholarly  tastes  and 
habits,  with  rare  judgment  in  the  selection  of  books,  his 
advice  and  assistance  in  the  formation  of  the  library  were 
valued  and  important.  His  departure  from  our  midst  is  a 
loss  to  the  town,  and  especially  to  its  public  library. 
Before  coming  to  Melrose,  he  had  for  many  years  attended  to 
the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  in  Walpole,  and  it  is 
hoped  by  all  his  friends  and  associates  that  with  renewed 
health,  he  may  be  able  to  use  his  rare  gifts  for  the  good  of 
the  public.  It  will  be  necessary  for  the  town  to  choose  his 
successor,  as  also  a full  Board  of  Trustees,  at  the  March 
meeting. 

The  income  of  the  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  Fund,  which  has 
been  heretofore  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the  works  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  edited  by  Mr.  Lodge,  is  now  set  apart 
to  the  purchase  of  the  Complete  Works  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 
as  complied  and  edited  by  Mr.  John  Bigelow. 

In  November,  1887,  our  fellow-citizen,  William  Emerson 
Barrett,  Esq.,  having  been  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in 
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the  Legislature,  generously  presented  to  the  trustees  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars  as  a mark  of  his  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  public  library  and  reading-room  to  the  people  of 
the  town,  and  especially  to  the  younger  portion. 

The  trustees,  acknowledging  the  gift  with  pleasure,  have 
prepared  a list  of  books  of  lasting  value,  which  are  to  be 
designated  in  a fitting  manner  as  purchased  with  this  gift. 

“ The  History  of  Rome  and  of  the  Roman  People,”  by 
Victor  Duruy,  imperial  edition,  richly  illustrated,  ten  vol- 
umes, is  the  first  fruits  of  this  donation.  In  this  particular 
case,  as  in  other  matters,  we  trust  Mr.  Barrett  may  have  a 
good  following. 

Thomas  D.  Lockwood,  Esq.,  electrician,  now  a citizen  of 
Melrose,  is  not  only  an  inventor  of  considerable  repute,  but 
the  author  of  several  books,  which,  according  to  the  happy 
custom  of  resident  authors,  he  has  kindly  donated  to  the  li- 
brary. Mr.  Lockwood’s  books  now  to  be  found  on  the  library 
shelves  are  designated  as  follows  : “ Electricity,  Magnetism 
and  Electric  Telegraphy,”  “ Electrical  Measurement  and  the 
Galvanometer,”  and  ‘‘Practical  Information  for  Telephonists.” 
Another  volume,  in  press,  will  be  issued  during  the  year,  and 
be  added  to  the  enlarging  list  of  books  written  by  the  citizens 
of  our  town. 

The  reading-room  has  been  patronized  generously  during 
the  year,  and  the  number  of  its  calls  now  exceeds  ten  thou- 
sand. A list  of  the  papers  and  periodicals  to  be  found  in 
this  department  will  repay  careful  perusal,  and  is  given  here- 
with for  the  information  of  the  citizens. 

Reading-room.  Donors. 

American  Naturalist. 

Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine. 

American  Agriculturist. 

Art  Amateur. 

Cassell’s  Magazine  of  Art. 

British  Quarterly. 

jBay  State  Monthly  Magazine.  H.  E.  Davidson. 
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Reading-room. 

Donors. 

Chambers  Monthly  Magazine. 

Century  “ “ 

Chautauquan  “ “ 

Cottage  Hearth. 

F.  P.  Shumway. 

Eclectic  Monthly  Magazine. 
Edinburgh  Review. 

English  Mechanic. 
Electrician. 

H.  E.  Davidson. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 
“ Young  People. 

“ Bazar. 

“ Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Punch. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

Literary  World. 

Daniel  Jefferson. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 
North  American  Review. 

The  Nation. 

Outing  Monthly  Magazine. 
Overland  “ “ 

Scribner’s  “ “ 

St.  Nicholas  Magazine. 

Science. 

Scientific  American. 

W.  L.  Williams. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 
Wide  Awake. 

Woman’s  Magazine. 

Publishers. 

Alta  Californian 
Christian  Register. 

Woman’s  Aux.  Unit.  Ch. 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 
Melrose  Journal. 

W.  L.  Williams. 

Melrose  Reporter. 

Dunton  & Potter. 

New  York  Tribune. 

Weekly  Courier-Journal,  of 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Daniel  Jefferson. 
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Reading-room.  Donors. 

Weekly  News  and  Courier,  of 
Charleston,  S C. 

Weekly  Inter-Ocea  i Chicago,  111. 

Springfield  Republican. 

Youth’s  Companion. 

London  Weekly  Times. 

The  National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

The  Pilot. 

The  Eastern  Farmer.  Daniel  Jefferson. 

The  reference  library,  located  in  the  reading-room,  is 
fast  assuming  creditable  proportions.  The  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica  is  now  complete.  As  fast  as  the  funds  will  per- 
mit, books  of  value  to  the  special  student  will  be  purchased 
and  made  accessible. 

All  the  Congressional  Records  and  Government  Reports, 
including  the  library  donated  by  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Gooch,  are 
now  arranged,  classified,  and  located,  for  the  present,  in  the 
loft  of  the  Town  Hall.  Shelving  has  been  built,  and  proper 
arrangement  made  for  the  care  of  this  class  of  books. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Keating  has  had  the  entire  charge  of  the 
arrangement  and  classification  of  this  material,  and  he  is  now 
preparing  a catalogue  of  all  the  books  in  this  department.  It 
is  hoped  that  a complete  set  of  all  important  Government 
Records  may  now  be  obtained,  through  the  kind  offices  of  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

The  statistics  of  the  library  for  the  year  1887  are  as 
follows : — 

DONATIONS. 


Pamphlets . 

Number  of  pamphlets  reported  last  year  . . . 875 

Annual  report  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  . . 1 

“ “ “ Chicago  “ “ . . 1 

“ “ “ Hopedale  “ “ . 1 

“ “ “ Lancaster  “ “ . . 1 
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Annual  report  of  the  Malden  Public  Library  . . i 

“ “ “ Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library,  i 

“ “ « Newton  “ “ i 

“ “ “ Watertown  “ “ i 

“ “ “ Woburn  “ “ I 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office  ...  50 

The  Tuftonian,  Tufts  College  .....  22 

Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  1 

Tribute  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  to  Fran- 
cis E.  Parker 1 

The  Republic  of  Mexico  in  1876  .....  1 

Report  on  Education  in  Alaska  .....  1 

The  West  Roxbury  Park,  1873-1887  1 

Tribute  to  William  Cullen  Bryant,  Robert  C.  Waterston,  1 

William  Greenleaf  Eliot,  John  H.  Hey  wood  1 


Number  of  pamphlets  now  in  library  ....  963 


Books. 


Donors. 


A Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Frederic  Kidder 
Origin  and  Growth  of  the  Religious  Movement 
at  Melrose  Highlands  .... 

The  Roman  Traitor 

The  Mystic  and  other  Poems  . . . . 

Sir  Theodore  Broughton 

The  Experience  of  a Barrister  . . . . 

The  Ins  and  Outs  of  Paris  . . . . 

Memorial  Address  of  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Memorial  Address  of  Life  of  Henry  Wilson  . 
A Memorial  of  Charles  Sumner 
Records  of  the  44th  Mass.  Vol.  Militia 
History  of  the  42d  Regiment  Mass.  Infantry  . 
Tenth  Census  of  the  United  States  . 

Census  of  Massachusetts 

Records  of  Massachusetts  Bay  .... 
Acts  and  Resolves  of  Massachusetts  Bay  . 

Women  and  Temperance 

Practical  Information  for  Telephonists 
Electricity,  Magnetism,  and  Electric  Telegraphy, 
Electrical  Measurement  and  The  Galvanometer, 


John  W.  Dean. 


Rev.  John  G.  Taylor. 
Miss  Broad. 

<i  « 

ii  ti 

ii  u 


C.  S.  Mixter. 

U ii 

ii  ii 

R.  P.  Barry. 

S.  H.  Buttrick. 

H.  M.  Lovering.  3 vols. 

The  State. 

Miss  S.  E.  Wheeler.  6 vols. 
The  State. 

D.  P.  Livermore. 

T.  D.  Lockwood. 

a m a 

<t  ii  ti 


The  trustees  desire  to  express  their  hearty  thanks  to  all 
donors  of  books,  magazines,  and  pamphlets. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1887. 


Number  of  volumes  in  library,  Jan.  i,  1887  . 

“ “ “ purchased  this  year  . 375 

“ “ “ donated  “ “ . 27 


“ “ “ in  library,  Jan.  1,  1888  . 

Number  of  persons  using  library,  Jan.  1,  1887 
“ “ cards  issued  this  year  . . 333 

“ “ “ relinquished  . . -33 


6,999’ 


402 


7,401 

2,551 


3°o 


Number  of  persons  using  library,  Jan.  1,  1888 
Largest  number  of  volumes  issued  in  one  day 


Smallest  “ ' “ “ 

(stormy  Monday) 
Average  number  of  vols. 

((  a <<  «( 

Whole  number  “ “ 

« <(  » (< 

tt  «<  <t  <t 

tt  (<  w <« 

««  a u u 


“ in  one  day 

issued  Mondays  . 

“ Saturdays 

“ in  March. 

“ in  May  . 

“ in  November  . 

“ in  December  . 

“ this  year  . 


Books  replaced  this  year  .... 

“ rebound  ...... 

Magazines  from  reading-room  bound  for  library 
Number  of  persons  using  reading-room  this  year 
Largest  number  in  one  month 

“ “ “ “ day  .... 

Books  brought  from  library  used  in  reading-room 
Increase  in  circulation  this  year,  in  library 

“ “ “ “ “ “ reading-room 


2,851 

451 


38 

86 

35i 

3,125 

2,500 

2,598 

2,698 

31,336 

153 

685 

52 

10,680 

1,056 

130 

57 
2,384 
. 1, 1 77 


The  library  has  been  opened  Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Saturday  evenings  and  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons,, 
throughout  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  legal  holidays. 
The  reading-room  has  been  open  every  evening  during  the 
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week,  and  also  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  with  the 
exception  of  the  legal  holidays  and  monthly  meetings  of  the 
school  committee. 

In  addition  to  the  donations  already  enumerated,  there  have 
been  received  since  the  close  of  the  library  year : Littell’s 
Living  Age,  1886-87;  Popular  Science  Monthly,  1886-87;. 
The  Atlantic  Monthly,  1886-87,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
Cheever. 

The  supplemental  catalogue  has  been  in  the  office  of  the 
Melrose  Journal  for  some  time,  and  is  nearly  all  printed.  It 
will  make  a pamphlet  of  eighty  pages,  and  will  now  also 
include  the  more  recent  additions  to  the  library.  While  the 
expense  to  the  town  will  be  considerable,  it  is  believed  by  the 
trustees  that  it  will  render  the  library  of  so  much  greater  ser- 
vice to  the  public  as  to  compensate  for  the  outlay. 

The  librarian,  Miss  Worthen,  and  her  assistants,  have 
attended  to  the  duties  assigned  to  them  with  commendable 
fidelity. 

Your  trustees  will  shortly  be  forced  to  request  a much 
larger  appropriation  from  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing additional  alcoves  for  books.  We  have  nearly  reached  the 
limit  of  our  available  shelf  room,  and  when  forced  to  plan  for 
the  future,  can  but*  regret  that  we  have  no  library  building 
suited  to  the  needs  of  so  thriving  a community. 

Will  some  citizen  please  make  a note  of  this  fact,  and  take 
advantage  of  it  ? 

For  the  new  fiscal  year  we  request  an  appropriation  for  the 
library  and  reading-room  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
and  the  dog  tax. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  trustees, 
CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 


Secretary . 


ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS,  ^ 
RUBY  F.  FARWELL,  i 
HANNAH  LYNDE,  f 
CHAS.  C.  BARRY,  j 


|>  Trustees. 


MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  IN  ACCOUNT  WITH  E.  H.  GOSS,  TREASURER. 

From  Jan.  i,  1887,  to  Jan.  i,  1888. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND. 
From  Jan.  31,  1887,  to  Jan.  i,  1888. 


Dr. 

'To  cash  paid  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  books $25  00 

Balance  on  hand  ' 510  80 


$535  ‘8o 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand $515  80 

“ interest,  Melrose  Savings  Bank  20  00 


$535  8° 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  H.  GOSS,  Treasurer. 

Note.  Hereafter  all  library  bil's  will  be  approved  by  the  trustees,  and  paid 
by  town  treasurer. 


Melrose,  Jan.  1 , 1888. 
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NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  in  submitting  their  nine- 
teenth annual  report,  take  pleasure  in  stating  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  during  the  year,  in  the  general  work  of 
the  institution. 

Early  in  the  spring  we  placed  in  the  library  and  reading 
room  the  books  purchased  from  the  William  Emerson  Bar- 
rett Fund,  relating  to  Architecture,  Landscape  Gardening 
and  Interior  Decoration;  and  distributed  throughout  the 
town  finding  lists,  containing  the  titles  of  these,  as  of  the 
other  works  in  the  library  bearing  on  the  same  subject. 

To  make  the  library  more  helpful  to  the  public  schools,  the 
trustees  have  informed  the  teachers,  that  at  any  time  when 
especial  topics  are  to  be  used  in  the  lessons,  the  librarian 
will  make  a list  of  the  books  in  the  library  pertaining  to  the 
subject,  provided  she  is  duly  notified  of  the  topic;  and 
will  send  the  same  to  the  teacher  so  requesting  it. 

Heretofore,  the  library  has  been  opened  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  and  evening,  but  by  dispensing  with  the  afternoon 
hours  of  this  day  only,  and  opening  on  Tuesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday  from  four  to  five  p.  m.,  we  have  a daily  distribu- 
tion of  books,  thereby  increasing  the  efficiency  of  the  circu- 
lation and  more  generally  meeting  the  wants  of  the  patrons. 
Library  hours  will  be  Monday  and  Wednesday,  from  6.30  to 
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9 p.  m.  ; Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  4 to  5 p.  m.  ; Satur- 
day 2.30  to  9 p.  m. 

The  reading  room  will  be  open  as  usual  every  evening  in 
the  week,  also  on  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons, 
with  the  exception  of  legal  holidays  and  the  monthly  meet- 
ing of  the  school  committee. 

The  rule,  regarding  the  distribution  of  books,  has  been  so 
modified  that  hereafter  no  book  returned  to  the  library  will 
be  delivered  the  same  day.  We  regret  that  abuse  of  the 
privilege  of  transferring  from  card  to  card  necessitated 
this  change. 

The  income  from  the  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  Fund,  has 
been  expended  in  continuing  the  early  history  of  our  re- 
public, by  purchasing  the  Life  of  Washington  from  1776-77 
in  five  volumes,  by  Washington  Chauncy  Ford. 

Government  Reports  of  Working  Women  in  large  cities, 
and  Marriage  and  Divorce  1867-1886,  have  been  received 
through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  C.  S.  Mixter,  to  whom,  as  to  all 
other  donors  of  books  or  pamphlets,  the  thanks  of  the 
board  are  extended. 

We  call  attention  to  the  Query  Book,  which,  with  pencil 
attached,  will  be  found  on  the  reading  desk  in  the  reading 
room.  We  hope  it  will  be  used  discreetly,  as  it  is  intended 
only  for  such  questions  as  remain  unanswered  after  thorough 
search  by  the  querist. 

What  are  we  to  do  for  library  room,  is  still  the  perplexing 
question  ? Each  year  perceptibly  diminishes  our  space  for 
storing  the  books,  as  well  as  the  shelf  room  for  those  in 
daily  use,  and  crowds  the  patrons  nearer  and  nearer  the 
door;  yet  the  outlook  for  better  accommodation  does  not 
brighten. 

May  we  suggest  a Memorial  Hall,  one  that  would  archi- 
tecturally honor  not  only  our  fallen,  but  our  living  heroes? 
One  that  would  have  room,  not  for  the  books  as  now  arrang- 
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ed,  but  would  permit  of  a complete  classification  of  the 
whole  library,  including  its  valuable  war  records  and  public 
documents. 

The  faithful  librarian  and  her  assistants  have  cheerfully 
attended  to  their  increasing  duties. 

The  statistics  of  the  library  and  reading  room  will  be 
found  in  the  annexed  report  of  the  librarian. 

For  the  year  1890-91,  your  trustees  ask  an  appropriation 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  and  the  dog  tax,  for  the 
library  and  reading  room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 
CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 
RUBY  F.  FARWELL, 
MARY  L.  CHARLES, 
CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND. 
JANUARY  x,  1889,  TO  JANUARY  1,  1890. 

CR. 


By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  I,  1889  , 

0 

0 

90 

interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 

20 

00 

$520 

90 

DR. 

To  cash  paid  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  book 

20 

00 

Balance  on  hand  ....... 

500 

90 

$520 

90 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BARRETT 

FUND. 

JANUARY  1,  1889,  TO  JANUARY  i,  1890. 

CR. 

By  amount  of  gift  ....... 

$100 

00 

interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 

2 

92 

$102 

92 

DR. 

To  cash  paid  DeWolf,  Fiske  & Co.,  books  . 

$26 

62 

“ “ T.  W.  Ripley,  printing 

75 

Balance  on  hand  ....... 

75 

55 

$102 

92 

COLLECTIONS  BY  LIBRARIAN. 

For  catalogues  sold  during  the  year 

8 

40 

fines  collected  ...... 

7i 

54 

$79 

94 

Less  for  sundry  expenses,  post-office  box,  tapes, 

carpet,  stamps,  stationery,  etc. 

26 

16 

Balance  on  hand  ....... 

S53 

73 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  PATCH, 


Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1 889. 


Number  of  volumes  in  library,  Jan.  1st,  1889  . 

7,816 

“ 

“ purchased  this  year 

369- 

H 

“ donated  “ “ . 

10 

— 

379 

“ 

“ in  library,  Jan.  1st,  1890  . 

8,195 

“ 

persons  using  library,  Jan.  1st,  1889 

3,170 

“ 

cards  issued  this  year 

321 

“ 

“ relinquished  this  year 

37 

284 

“ 

persons  using  library,  Jan.  1st,  1890 

3.454 

Largest  nu 

mber  of  volumes  issued  in  one  day 

495 

Smallest 

“ “ 

56 

Average 

“ “ “ Mondays 

97 

“ 

“ “ “ Saturdays 

375 

Whole 

“ “ “ March 

3^533 

4 “ 

“ “ “ May  . 

2,705 

“ 

“ “ “ November 

2,932 

“ 

“ “ “ December 

2,370 

“ 

“ “ “ in  1889 

33,052 

READING  ROOM. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room,  Jan.  I, 


1889  10,908 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room,  Jan.  I, 

1890  11,701 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month  . . 1,282 

Smallest  “ •*  “ “ . 812 

Largest  “ “ “ day  . . 143 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading  room  124 
Number  of  books  replaced  in  1889  ....  100 

“ “ re-bound  .....  771 

“ magazines  bound  for  library  ...  30 
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LIST  OF 

PUBLICATIONS. 

MAGAZINES. 

American  Agriculturist  . 

DONORS. 

American  Naturalist 

Art  Amateur 

• • • • * 

Art  Magazine,  Cassell’s  . 

, . . . 

Atlantic  .... 

Academy  - . 

Daniel  Jefferson. 

Century  .... 

. 

Chambers  .... 

. 

Chautauquan 

Cottage  Hearth 

F.  P.  Shumway. 

Cosmopolitan  . 

A Friend. 

Eclectic  .... 

English  Mechanic  . 

Electrical  Review  . 

. G.  W.  Mansfield. 

Forum  .... 

Gartenlaube 

Harper’s  .... 

Young  People  . 

“ Bazar 

* 

“ Weekly  . 

Littell’s  Living  Age 

London  Punch 

. 

London  Illustrated  News 

Lippincott’s 

A Friend. 

Literary  World 

. Daniel  Jefferson. 

Magazine  of  American  History 

Modern  Light  and  Heat 

. G.  W.  Mansfield. 

Nation  .... 

North  American  Review  . 

New  England  . 

Outing  .... 

MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
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MAGAZINES.  DONORS. 

Overland  .......... 

Popular  Science  Monthly  ...... 

Scribner’s  ......... 

St.  Nicholas  . . . 

Science  .......... 

Scientific  American  .....  W.  B.  Howe 

Scientific  American,  Architect  and  Builder  . 

Wide  Awake 

Political  Science  Quarterly  ...... 


DONATIONS. 


Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  library  Jan.  I,  1889 
Annual  Report  of  Boston  Public  Library 
Chelsea  “ 

Chicago  “ 

Holbrook  “ 

Lancaster  “ 

Malden  “ 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library 
Newton  “ “ 

Watertown  “ “ 

Woburn  “ “ 

Somerville  “ “ 

Report  of  Librarian  of  Maimonides  Library 
Official  Gazette  of  U.  S.  Patent  Office 
The  Tuftonian  ...... 

Bulletin  of  Boston  Public  Library  . 

Progress  and  Poverty  D 

Letters  on  the  Annexation  of  Santo 

Domingo  . . . . . “ 

Causes  and  Prevention  of  Idiocy  . . “ 

A Letter  for  State  Reform  School  for  Girls  “ 

31st  Annual  Report  of  the  Washington 

Home “ 


,054 

1 


Jefferson 


1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

53 

17 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


T43 
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BOOKS. 


The  Fisheries  and  Fishing  Industry  in 

United  States,  Geo.  B.  Goode,  . Henry  C.  Lodge. 
Lectures  on  Science  and  Art,  D.  Lardner,  2 vols.,  H.  R.  Curtis. 
Travels  in  the  Great  Western  Prairies, 

T.  J.  Farnham,  . . • 

Book  of  the  Indians  of  North  America, 

S.  G.  Drake,  ..... 

The  Mountain  Hero,  H.  W.  DePuy 
Webster,  An  Ode,  .... 

The  Private  Life  of  Monsieur  Guizot, 

Madame  DeWitt, 

Profit  Sharing,  N.  P.  Gilman, 

Bibliography  of  Melrose,  E.  H.  Goss. 


H.  R.  Curtis. 

. H.  R.  Curtis. 
H.  R.  Curtis. 
F.  S.  Osgood 

A Friend. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Heywood. 


PAPERS.  DONORS. 

Alta  California  

Christian  Register  . . Woman’s  Aux.  Unit.  Church. 

Cincinnati  Gazette  ......... 

London  Weekly  Times 

Melrose  Journal  .....  W.  B.  Howe. 

Melrose  Reporter  .....  Dunton  & Potter. 

New  York  Tribune  ......... 

National  Tribune,  G.A.R.  ....... 

Pilot  . . . 

Springfield  Republican 

Weekly  Inter-Ocean  ........ 

Weekly  Courier-Journal,  of  Louisville,  Ky.  . . . . 

Weekly  News  and  Courier,  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Woman’s  Journal  ....  Mrs.  M.  A.  Livermore. 

Youth’s  Companion  ........ 

Union  Signal  . . . . , Miss  PI.  G.  Ricker. 

The  Unity  ....  Miss  Clarimond  Mansfield. 

C.  M.  WORTH EN,  Librarian. 


2,0^  at\nua  ! 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

OF  THE 

' 

Melrose  Public  Library 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1890, 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


Melrose  Public  Library 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1890, 


MELROSE : 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS. 
1891. 


TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  3 I,  I89O. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present  their 
twentieth  annual  report. 

During  the  year,  524  volumes  have  been  added  to  the 
library,  a larger  number  than  in  any  preceding  year  except 
1885.  In  selecting,  the  aim  has  been  to  meet  the  wants  of 
the  various  classes  of  readers  who  frequent  a public  library. 
Suggestions  are  thankfully  received  by  the  librarian  and 
trustees,  and  with  few  exceptions  any  book  asked  for  has 
been  purchased. 

The  large  number  of  books  for  the  young  has  been  increas- 
ed. A written  catalogue  of  some  two  hundred,  entitled 
“Good  Books  for  Young  Folks”  has  been  placed  on  the  ta- 
ble in  the  library,  and  the  list  is  enlarged  as  books  suitable  for 
entry  are  bought.  It  is  believed  that  each  book  has  some 
recommendation  beyond  that  of  furnishing  harmless  occu- 
pation for  an  idle  hour,  valuable  as  that  quality  is.  Many 
of  these  books  afford  all  the  information  on  certain  subjects 
and  periods  which  the  general  reader  of  mature  years  can 
use.  The  “Boys’  Froissart”  and  “Boys’  King  Arthur,”  “Story 
of  the  American  Sailor,”  “About  Pebbles,”  “How  Plants 
Grow,”  are  examples.  Copies  of  this  list  have  been  given 
when  asked  for  to  teachers  in  the  public  schools,  and  these 
copies  have  been  put  up  in  the  school  rooms.  The  teach- 
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ers  have  kindly  taken  the  time  to  speak  of  tjie  list,  and  they 
say  the  children  ask  advice  about  selecting  books.  This 
list  does  not  exclude  from  the  library  any  book.  It  simply 
points  out  to  parents  and  guardians  who  have  not  the  time 
to  read  scores  of  books,  a certain  number  of  assured  value. 

A list  of  books  relating  to  the  countries  whose  geography 
is  studied  in  the  second  grammar  schools  has  been  given  to 
the  teachers,  and  they  think  it  helpful.  A classified  list 
covering  the  history  of  the  United  States  has  been  sent  to 
the  teacher  of  history  in  the  first  grammar  school. 

The  trustees  have  continued  their  efforts  to  supply  the 
wants  of  classes  formed  for  serious  reading  and  for  study. 
We  direct  the  attention  of  those  studying  art  to  “Great  Ca- 
thedrals of  the  World,”  an  expensive  work  which  has  been 
bought,  and  will  be  in  the  library  as  soon  as  bound;  of  those 
interested  in  Greek  history,  to  Duruy’s  “History  of  Greece,” 
four  volumes  of  which  are  now  on  the  shelves;  of  those  in- 
terested in  local  history,  to  “History  of  Middlesex  County” 
in  three  volumes;  and  of  all  readers  to  “Life  of  Lincoln”  in 
ten  volumes,  by  Nicolay  and  Hay.  We  earnestly  desire  to  do 
our  best  to  increase  in  this  way  the  influence  of  the  library 
as  an  educational  force  in  our  town. 

The  library  has  been  open  every  day  duringthe  past  year. 
The  confusing  and  awkward  system  of  opening  at  certain 
irregular  hours  was  arranged  in  order  to  afford  the  most  op- 
portunities for  exchange  of  books  with  the  least  possible 
outlay  of  money.  It  is  intended  during  the  present  year  to 
have  the  library  open  during  the  same  hours  of  every  after- 
noon and  on  three  evenings  of  each  week. 

It  was  found  difficult  to  circulate  some  new  and  some  ex- 
pensive books  of  which  the  library  could  afford  to  buy  only 
one  copy.  They  seemed  to  get  in  a certain  neighborhood 
and  there  remain.  The  trustees  realize  from  actual  expe- 
rience that  to  satisfactorily  read  a really  valuable  book 
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requires  time;  and  that  a fortnight  is  ail  too  short  to  be- 
come familiar  with  the  contents  of,  say,  the  first  volume  of 
“Bryce’s  American  Commonwealth.”  Still  the  trustees  sub- 
mit that  the  library  aims  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  many; 
that  in  their  opinion  these  wants  are  better  satisfied  by 
making  two  people  acquainted  with  a good  book  each  month, 
than  by  making  one;  and  that  the  public  library  can  supple- 
ment but  not  fill  the  place  of  a private  library.  The  library 
now  offers  the  reading  of  each  new  book,  to  at  least  twenty- 
four  different  pesons  during  the  year;  and  we  claim  that 
there  are  that  number  in  Melrose  who  wish  to  read  the  new 
books  the  very  year  they  are  issued.  It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  influence  of  many  books,  and  here  again  we 
quote  “Bryce’s  American  Commonwealth,”  is  much  wider 
and  their  opportunities  for  educating  much  greater  the  first 
year  of  their  issue  than  afterwards;  since  then  the  magazines 
and  papers  are  directing  attention  to  them  by  discussing 
their  merits  and  weaknesses.  Therefore  with  the  daily 
opening  of  the  library,  the  trustees  discontinued  the  system 
of  renewals  and  transfers;  thus  doing  as  other  public 
libraries  have  found  it  necessary  to  do  when  the  number 
of  readers  is  large  and  eager. 

With  every  year  the  limited  quarters  of  the  library  be- 
come more  apparent.  But  little  unoccupied  shelving  re- 
remains and  with  that  filled  the  problem  of  finding  room  for 
shelves  presents  itself.  We  need  a classified  ^catalogue 
which  will  put  the  student  on  the  track  of  the  books  which 
can  help  him;  but  this  necessitates  a classification  of  books, 
and  that,  where  we  are  now,  is  impossible.  Every  one  who 
has  been  in  our  crowded  reading  room  during  the  past  year 
will  agree,  that  the  11,293  persons  who  visit  it  need  quiet  and 
more  space  and  abundant  daylight;  with  these  and  with  the 
means  to  open  it  on  every  afternoon,  its  opportunities  for 
usefulness  would  be  greatly  increased.  At  the  risk  of  seem- 
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in g importunate,  your  trustees  again  call  the  attention  of 
those  interested  to  these  facts,  and  assure  its  friends  that 
the  Melrose  Public  Library  awaits  with  a gratitude  propor- 
tionate to  its  needs  the  donation  of  a building. 

The  library  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  for  the  two  fine 
photographs,  the  “Roman  Forum”  and  the  “Colosseum,”  pre- 
sented to  it  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  K.  Bordman.  They  have 
been  framed  and  hung  in  the  reading  room  and  are  of  more 
value  in  giving  a clear  idea  of  the  buildings  and  their  pres- 
ent surroundings  than  any  printed  description. 

The  income  of  the  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  Fund  during 
1890  was  used  in  completing  the  “Life  of  Washington,”  and 
commencing  “Life  and  Correspondence  of  John  Jay.” 

The  income  of  the  William  Emerson  Barrett  Fund  during 
1890  has  bought  for  the  library  “American  Domestic  Archi- 
tecture” and  “Convenient  Houses.” 

The  trustees  subscribed  for  the  new  “Century  Dictionary” 
and  four  volumes  are  in  the  reading  room.  The  usefulness 
of  this  great  work  is  made  apparent  upon  examination.  We 
ask  for  it  the  critical  attention  of  readers  and  students.  We 
believe  it  the  special  province  of  a public  library  to  furnish 
to  its  readers  works  of  this  character. 

We  thank  the  numerous  donors  who  have  sent  books  or 
periodicals  to  the  library  during  the  year,  and  the  Melrose 
Journal  and  Melrose  Reporter  for  printing  free  of  expense 
the  lists  of  new  books. 

For  the  last  six  years,  the  Melrose  Public  Library  has 
asked  each  year  for  $750  and  the  dog  tax.  We  want  to  open 
the  library  every  day  and  for  more  hours  each  day  during 
the  ensuing  year;  and  we  want  to  supply  the  other  reason- 
able demands  on  a public  library  made  by  our  increased  and 
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increasing  population.  We  respectfully  ask  of  the  town  of 
Melrose  for  the  year  1891  an  appropriation  of  Si, 000  and  the 
dog  tax. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Secretary. 

ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 

CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

RUBY  F.  HARWELL, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND, 

JANUARY  I,  1890,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1891. 

CR. 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  i,  1890  . 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 


DR. 


To  cash  paid  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  books 
Balance  on  hand  .... 


JANUARY  I,  189O,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1891. 
CR. 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  i,  1890  . 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 


To  cash  paid  De  Wolfe,  P'iske  & Co.,  books 
Balance  on  hand  .... 


COLLECTIONS  BY  LIBRARIAN. 

CR. 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1890  . 


Fines  collected  during  1890 


To  cash  paid  for  books  . . . . . 

“ “ sundry  expenses,  P.  O.  box, 

stamps,  stationery,  rubber  bands,  lighter,  &c. 
Balance  on  hand  ...... 


$500 

90 

20 

00 

$520 

90 

$20 

00 

500 

90 

$520 

90 

FUND, 

$75 

55 

2 

60 

00 

Vi 

15 

$10 

17 

67 

98 

$78 

1 5 

$53 

78 

76 

36 

$130 

14 

$34 

28 

20 

81 

111 

05 

$130 

14 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  PATCH, 

Treasurer. 

Note:  It  has  been  voted  by  the  Trustees  to  hold  this 

balance  of  $75.05  as  a nucleus  for  a fund  for  a new  catalogue. 
Future  fines  to  be  added  thereto. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  189O. 


Number  of 

volumes  in  library,  Jan.  i,  1890 

8. '95 

“ 

“ purchased  in  1890  . 510 

“ donated  “ “ . . 14 

524 

“ 

“ in  library  Jan.  1,  1891 

8.719 

Number  of 

persons  using  library  Jan.  1,  1890  . 
cards  issued  in  1890  . . -321 

5.454 

1 * 

“ relinquished  1890  . . 37 

284 

“ 

“ persons  using  library  Jan.  1.  1891 

3.738 

Number  of 

books  replaced  in  1890  .... 

1 2 1 

“ 

“ rebound  “ “ 

747 

“ 

magazines  bound  for  library  in  1890 

37 

Largest  number  of  vols.  issued  in  one  day 

410 

Smallest 

“ “ 

12 

Average 

4 4 4 4 4 4 on  Mondays 

76 

“ 

4 4 4 4 “ 44  Saturdays 

316 

Whole 

4 4 4 4 4 4 in  March 

3.293 

“ 

44  “ 4 4 4 4 May 

2,735 

“ 

44  4 4 4 4 “ November 

2,754 

“ 

“ “ “ “ December 

2,189 

“ “ 4 4 4 4 1890 

30,534 

Number  of 

persons  using  reading  room  in  1889 

1 1,701 

“ 

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 1890 

11,293 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month 

1,162 

Smallest 

“ 

7M 

Largest 

“ 4 4 4 4 day 

144 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading  room 

132 

10 


MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Naturalist. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Magazine,  Cassell’s. 

Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine. 

Century  “ “ 

Chambers  Journal. 

Chautauquan. 

Cottage  Hearth  ....  F 

Cosmopolitan  ...... 

Eclectic  Monthly  Magazine. 

English  Mechanic. 

Forum. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthy  Magazine. 

“ Young  People. 

“ Bazar. 

Weekly. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Punch. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

Lippincott’s  Monthly  Magazine 
Literary  World  ..... 
Magazine  of  American  History. 

Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

Outing  Monthly  Magazine. 

Overland. 

Practical  Electricity  .... 
Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Scientific  American  . . ' . 

Scientific  American,  Architect  and  Builder. 
Scribner’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

St.  Nichol  as. 

Wide  Awake. 


ROOM. 


. P.  Shumway,  Jr. 
A Friend 


A Friend 
Daniel  Jefferson 

Chas.  A.  Patch 
Chas.  H.  Adams 
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PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 


I I 


Alta  California. 

Christian  Register  . . Women’s  Aux.  Unit.  Church 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 

London  Weekly  Times. 

Louisville  Weekly  Courier-Journal. 

Melrose  Journal Chas.  H.  Adams 

Melrose  Reporter  ....  Dunton  & Potter 

National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune,  Weekly. 

Pilot. 

Springfield  Republican,  Weekly. 

Woman’s  Journal  ....  Mrs.  M.  A.  Livermore 
Youth’s  Companion. 

Union  Signal 
Unity  . 


Miss  H.  G.  Ricker 
Miss  C.  Mansfield 
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DONATIONS. 

Pamphlets. 


Number  of  pamphlets  in  library,  Jan.  I,  1890  . 
Annual  report  of  Boston  Public  Library 
“ “ “ Leceister  “ “ . 

“ Lancaster  “ “ . . 

“ “ “ Malden  “ “ . . . 

Newberry  “ “ Chicago 

“ “ “ Newton  “ “ . 

“ “ “ Salem  “ . 

“ Somerville  “ “ 

“ “ “ Springfield  “ . . . 

“ “ “ Watertown  “ . . . 

“ “ “ Winchester  “ “ . . . 

“ “ “ Woburn  “ “ . . . 

Official  Gazette  of  U.  S.  Patent  Office 
The  Tuftonian 

Bulletin  of  Boston  Public  Library  . 

Presentation  of  bust  of  Hon.  E.  S.  Converse,  at 
Malden  ........ 


CMS 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

53 

O 

1 

1 


1,227 

Books. 

Camp,  Battle-field  and  Hospital  . . . L.  Finger. 

Water  Power  of  Maine  ..... 

Camp-fire  and  Cotton-field  L.  P'inger. 

Sketches  in  Prison  Camp  .... 

Catalogue  of  Beebe  Public  Library  . . Trustees. 

Historical  sketch  of  Lawrence  Family  Dr.  R.  M.  Lawrence. 
Creole  and  Puritan  ......  A Friend. 

Ida  May  . . . . . . . . Mrs.  Everett. 

Here  and  there  in  N.  K.  and  Ca.  . . . B.&  M.  R.  R. 

First  Maine  Cavalry  Monument,  Gettysburg  G.  N.  Harris. 
Gazetteer  of  the  U.  S.  of  America  Dr.  J.  E.  Sanborn. 

History  of  Utah  ....  Wilford  Woodruff. 

Japanese  Fairy  World  . . Rev.  W.  E.  Griffis. 

George  Moore,  Merchant  and  Philanthropist  A Friend. 


C.  M.  WORTH EN,  Librarian. 
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TWENTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1891. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present  their 
twenty-first  annual  report. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  number  of  cards  issued  to  new 
readers  during  the  year  exceeds  by  more  than  a hundred 
the  number  issued  last  year,  and  the  number  issued  during 
any  of  the  last  five  years.  The  number  of  visitors  to  the 
reading  room  has  increased  from  11,293  to  13,306.  The  duty 
of  a public  library  is  to  supplement  the  public  schools;  it 
should  furnish  the  means  for  further  education  to  those  who 
have  completed  a school  course,  and  offer  those  who  have 
not  had  this  training  and  development  something  to  take 
its  place.  If  our  library  has  done  its  duty,  the  increase  in 
circulation  and  in  visitors  is  a reason  for  congratulation. 
Precisely  447  more  persons  have  found  it  for  their  interest 
to  use  some  of  the  nine  thousand  volumes;  some  have 
sought  entertainment,  some  intellectual  development,  and 
some  the  acquirement  of  that  knowledge  by  use  of  which 
the  successful  workingman  and  woman  earn  a livelihood. 

It  is  a pleasure  to  record  that  the  number  of  books  re- 
bound is  greater  than  last  year.  In  literature,  poetry,  fic- 
tion, the  old  books  are  still  the  best,  and  readers  are  finding 
it  out  and  establishing  friendships  with  authors,  instead  of 
merely  getting  acquainted  with  the  story.  136  of  the  new 
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books  are  classed  as  fiction,  and  of  these  30  are  juve- 
viles;  this  leaves  106  volumes  of  fiction  for  adults  out  of  the 
312  new  books  added  during  the  year.  Attention  is  directed 
to  this,  because  it  shows  that  the  trustees  believe  in  form- 
ing a library  which  shall  be  useful  and  instructive  as  well  as 
entertaining. 

It  has  been  the  custom  to  cut  from  the  weekly  papers  the 
printed  lists  of  new  books  and  hang  them  in  the  library. 
Those  selecting  were  obliged  to  consult  these,  hung  in  a 
poor  light,  or  wait  their  turn  at  the  written  catalogue,  always 
in  great  request.  There  was  very  little  chance  to  look  over 
titles  and  thus  learn  what  was  suited  to  the  taste  or  needs; 
and,  aside  from  titles,  no  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
book  was  to  be  had.  To  better  this,  the  trustees  agreed  to 
issue  a bulletin,  and  a member  of  the  board  volunteered  to 
prepare  it.  It  contains  the  classified  titles,  with  numbers 
of  all  books  added  from  January  to  July  of  1891,  and  authors’ 
names  follow  each.  Under  each  name,  in  smaller  type,  are 
the  titles  of  all  the  books  by  that  author  in  that  class  which 
have  been  added  since  the  printing  of  the  last  supplement 
in  1888;  if  the  book  belongs  to  a series,  the  names  of  all  the 
books  of  that  series  follow.  Successive  bulletins  will  in- 
corporate into  their  lists  more  of  the  additions  and  all 
editions  of  permanent  value  since  1888  will  in  this  way  be 
catalogued.  The  bulletins,  if  preserved,  will  form  a printed 
classified  catalogue  from  1888  to  date.  Each  contains  some- 
thing of  special  value  which  will  not  be  repeated.  The  first 
has  a list  of  American  historical  novels,  and  a list 
of  the  best  histories  of  the  Civil  War,  likewise  the 
books  added  to  Good  Reading  for  the  Young.  The  second 
bulletin,  which  is  now  ready  for  the  public,  has  a classified 
list  of  all  books  added  to  the  Library  from  July,  1891,  to 
January,  1882.  Its  special  feature  is  a full  list  of  the  refer- 
ence books  in  the  reading  room.  The  issuing  of  these  bul- 
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letins  was  an  experiment,  and  had  the  work  of  classifying 
and  arranging  not  been  done  by  a member  of  the  Board, 
would  not  have  been  thought  of.  We  did  not  expect  the 
reading  public  to  at  once  appreciate  their  usefulness  nor  re- 
cognize the  influence  they  are  intended  to  exert  over  our 
large  number  of  young  people  by  showing  them  there  is 
choice  and  system  in  reading  as  in  everything  in  life.  If 
those  interested  in  books  and  education  will  speak  of  these 
bulletins  and  direct  attention  to  the  help  they  afford,  it 
will  greatly  encourage  the  trustees  in  an  undertaking  which, 
though  warmly  welcomed  by  a few,  has  met  from  the  many 
whom  it  desires  to  benefit,  with  the  indifference  incident  to 
a new  departure. 

The  trustees  have  endeavored  to  make  the  Library 
more  useful  to  the  public  schools.  Copies  of  Good 
Reading  for  the  Young,  a printed  classified  catalogue 
of  carefully  selected  books,  have  been  loaned  to  the  High, 
the  First  and  the  Second  Grammar  Schools,  and  a copy  will 
be  loaned  to  any  school  asking  for  it.  We  want  to 
put  our  Library  into  closer  relationship  with  the  pupils. 
We  want  them  to  think  of  it  as  a help  in  their  study  and 
learn  to  use  it  wisely,  for  their  education  after  leaving 
school  depends  largely  on  their  appreciation  of  the  oppor- 
tunities it  offers  and  their  knowledge  of  how  to  improve 
these  opportunities. 

Some  illustrated  books  on  Natural  History  have  been 
bought,  and  the  librarian  is  glad  to  show  them.  Requests 
for  information  will  be  answered  if  possible,  and  lists  of 
books  on  special  subjects  will  be  made  out  when  asked  for. 
The  most  important  work  of  a library  is  among  the  young, 
and  we  wish  to  furnish  these  fresh,  eager  minds  with  the 
best  possible  reading. 

The  last  report  said  that  the  library  was  waiting  for  a 
building  and  it  was  hoped  some  citizen  would  see  that  the 
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matter  was  properly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  town. 
Every  year  the  Town  Hall  becomes  less  suited  for  quiet 
reading  and  less  desirable  for  our  young  people  ; and  with 
the  yearly  increase  in  population,  it  must  be  more  noisy 
and  frequented.  The  rooms  were  not  sufficient  for  our 
needs  last  year  and  now  are  more  crowded  than  ever  before. 
This  is  the  twenty-first  annual  report.  The  town  furnished 
the  funds  necessary  to  establish  the  library  and  ever  since 
has  generously  encouraged  its  growth.  It  is  to  be  supposed 
that  its  future  has  been  under  consideration,  when  the 
twenty-one  yearly  appropriations  were  made.  A building 
which  shall  be  a permanent  home,  a place  where  in  the  most 
favorable  surroundings  it  can  put  forth  its  best  efforts  to  be 
useful  to  the  community  is  now  of  immediate  importance. 
In  the  present  cramped  quarters  no  thorough  classification 
can  be  attempted  ; we  really  do  not  know  where  a case  for 
a card  catalogue  could  be  placed,  provided  we  saw  our  way 
clear  to  make  such  a catalogue.  Your  trustees  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  some  steps  be  taken  to  provide 
the  library,  in  this  the  twenty-second  year  of  its  existence, 
with  a commodious  and  well  appointed  building. 

The  income  of  the  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  Fund  has  been 
spent  in  continuing  the  “Life  of  Washington,”  incomplete 
last  year. 

The  income  of  the  William  Emerson  Barrett  Fund  has 
provided  the  library  with  Moore’s  “Gothic  Architecture.’' 

Thanks  are  returned  to  the  numerous  donors  of  the  various 
books  and  periodicals  which  have  been  sent  to  the  library 
and  reading  room  during  the  year,  and  to  the  Melrose  Jour- 
nal and  Melrose  Reporter  for  printing  free  of  expense  the 
lists  of  new  books. 

In  compliance  with  the  present  state  law  which  requires 
trustees  of  Free  Public  Libraries  to  be  three  in  number  or 
some  multiple  of  three,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
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Trustees  of  the  Library  elected  Mr.  George  E.  Munroe  as 
sixth  trustee.  Beginning  with  1893,  there  will  be  two  va- 
cancies on  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  be  filled  each  year. 
This  year  two  of  the  six  trustees  will  be  elected  for  three 
years,  two  for  two  years  and  two  for  one  year. 

The  library  received  from  the  town  last  year  $1,000  and 
the  dog  tax.  The  trustees  respectfully  ask  for  a like  ap- 
propriation for  the  year  1892. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  Trustees, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Secretary. 

ELBRIDGE  IT  GOSS, 

CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

GEORGE  E.  MUNROE, 

RUBY  F.  F'ARWELL, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NEESON  PERKINS  FUND, 

JANUARY  I,  1891,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1 892. 

CR. 


By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  i,  1891  .... 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 

$500  90 
20  00 

$5 20  90 

DR. 

To  cash  paid  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  books 

Balance  on  hand  ...... 

$20  00 
500  90 

$520  90 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BARRETT  FUND, 

JANUARY  I,  1891,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1892. 

CR. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  I,  1891 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 

$67  98 
2 72 

0 

0 

I)R. 

To  cash  paid  for  “ Gothic  Architecture  ” 

Balance  on  hand  ...... 

$4  00 
66  70 

cataloguf:  fund. 

0 

0 

CR. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1891 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 
IAnes  collected  by  librarian  in  1891 
Sales  of  Bulletins  “ “ . 

$75  °5 
1 96 
89  71 
10  40 

DR. 

Si  77  12 

To  Cash  paid  P.  0.  box,  extra  help,  stationery, 
stamps,  etc.  ....... 

Balance  on  hand  ...... 

24  86 
152  26 

$177  12 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  A.  PATCH,  Treasurer. 
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of  volumes  in  library  Jan.  J,  1891 

9 

8,719 

“ 

“ “ purchased  in  1891  . 408 

“ “ donated  “ “ . 47 

455 

“ 

“ “ in  library  Jan.  1,  1892  . 

9.!  74 

“ 

“ persons  using  library  Jan.  1,  1891  . 

3.738 

“ 

cards  issued  in  1891  . 447 

“ “ relinquished  in  1891  46 

401 

“ 

“ persons  using  library  Jan.  1,  1892 

4,139 

Number 

of  books  replaced  in  1891 

67 

“ 

“ “ rebound  “ “ ... 

905 

“ 

“ magazines  bound  for  library  in  1891  . 

44 

Largest  number  of  vols.  issued  in  one  day  . 

424 

Smallest 

“ •<  “ “ “ “ 

22 

Average 

“ “ “ “ on  Mondays 

83 

t < 

“ “ “ “ “ Wednesdays  . 

86 

“ • “ “ “ “ Saturdays 

301 

Whole 

“ “ “ “ in  March 

2,873 

“ 

“ “ “ “ June 

2,555 

i i 

“ “ “ “ “ September 

2,408 

u. 

“ “ “ “ “ December 

2,601 

“ 

“ “ “ “ 1891 

3B425 

Number 

of  persons  using  reading  room  in  1890  . 

11,293 

“ 

“ “ “ “ “ “ 1891  . 

13,306 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month 

i,454 

Smallest 

“ “ “ “ “ 

90  7 

Largest 

“ “ “ “ “ day 

1 51 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading 

room 
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PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 
American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News. 

American  Naturalist. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Magazine,  Cassell’s. 

Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine. 

Century  Monthly  Magazine. 

Chamber’s  Journal. 

Chautauquan. 

Cottage  Hearth  . . . . E.  P.  Shumway,  Jr, 

Cosmopolitan  . ......  A Friend 

Electric  Monthly  Magazine. 

Electrical  Enterprise. 

English  Mechanic. 

Engineering.  . . . . . W.  H.  Wiley 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Poorest  and  Garden. 

Forum. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

Harper’s  Bazar. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Harper’s  Young  People. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

London  Punch. 

Eippincott’s  Monthly  Magazine  ...  A P'riend 
Literary  World  ....  Daniel  Jefferson 

Magazine  of  American  History. 

Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

Outing  Monthly  Magazine. 
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Overland. 

Practical  Electricity  ....  Charles  A.  Patch 
Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American,  Architect  and  Builder. 

Science. 

Scribner’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

St.  Nicholas. 

Wide  Awake. 

PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 


Alta  California. 

Christian  Register 
Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 
London  Weekly  Times. 

Louisville  Weekly  Courier-Journal. 
Melrose  Journal  .... 
Melrose  Reporter  . . . . 

National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune,  Weekly. 

Pilot. 

Springfield  Republican,  Weekly. 
Unity  ...... 

Woman’s  Journal 
Youth’s  Companion. 


Woman’s  Aux.  Unit.  Church 


Chas.  H.  Adams 
Dunton&  Potter 


Miss  C.  Mansfield 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Livermore 
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DONATIONS. 


Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  library,  Jan.  i,  1891  . . 1,227 

Annual  report  of  Concord  Public  Library  . . 1 

Chelsea  “ “ 1 

Clinton  “ “ * 1 

Hopedale  “ “ 1 

Lancaster  “ “ 1 

Leicester  “ “ 1 

Malden  “ “ 1 

Manchester  “ “ N.  H.  . I 

Newberry  “ “ Chicago  . 1 

Newton  “ “ 1 

Salem  “ “ 1 

Somerville  “ “ 1 

Springfield  “ “ 1 

Warren  “ “ 1 

Watertown  “ “ . . 1 

Winchester  “ “ 1 

Woburn  “ “ . . 1 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  office  . . 52 

The  Tuftonian  . . . . . . . . 15 

Address  before  the  American  Banker’s  Association  . 1 


Books. 


L3I3 


Scribner’s  Statistical  Atlas  of  United  States  S.  E.  Sewell. 
The  Chocolate  Plant  and  Its  Products  . Walter  Baker  Co. 
Sordello’s  Story,  . . . Melrose  Browning  Club. 

History  of  Melrose E.  H.  Goss. 


Public  Statutes  of  Massachusetts. 

Yarmouth,  Nova  Scotia 
Free  Public  Libraries  . 

Public  Opinion  .... 

Twenty-Years  Around  the  World 
Popular  Biographies  of  Connecticut  Hartford  Insurance  Co. 
I he  Galvanic  Circuit  Investigated  Mathematically 

Thomas  D.  Lockwood. 


George  S.  Brown. 
William  E.  Barrett. 
Dr.  J.  P2.  Sanborn 
John  Guy  Vassar 


C A R R I E M . WO  RT  H E N , Librarian . 
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TWENTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTO  OF  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  r892. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-second  annual  report. 

The  number  of  volumes  circulated  by  the  library  during 
the  year  is  34,093,  an  increase  of  2,668.  There  have  been 
issued  397  new  cards.  The  number  of  visitors  to  the  read- 
ing room  has  increased,  although  not  in  like  proportion. 
One  reason  for  this  may  be  the  opening  of  a reading  room 
by  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  another  is  that  the  room  has  been 
inconveniently  crowded.  Lately  some  changes  have  been 
made  which  give  more  floor  space  and  more  available  light; 
no  doubt  the  increase  hereafter  in  the  number  of  people 
who  use  the  privilege  which  this  collection  of  periodicals 
and  reference  books  offers  will  keep  pace  with  those  who 
take  books  from  the  library. 

The  increase  in  the  circulation  is  of  itself  a cogent  reason 
why  the  citizens  of  the  town  ought  to  consider  the  subject 
of  giving  the  library  a permanent  home  in  a building  de- 
voted wholly  to  its  use.  The  trustees  have  called  attention 
so  many  times  fruitlessly  to  this  imperative  need  that  noth- 
ing but  a sense  of  duty  and  the  belief  that  persistence  in  a 
good  cause  will  meet  with  certain  if  late  response,  makes 
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them  again  speak  of  it.  There  are  still  available  locations 
for  such  a building  as  is  required;  and  such  a building  will 
be  sure  to  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  our  town  as  well  as 
give  opportunity  for  entertainment  and  improvement  to  the 
citizens  present  and  future.  Few  towns  in  this  vicinity, 
perhaps  in  the  state,  whose  population  is  as  large  as  that  of 
Melrose  are  not  thus  furnished.  We  again  present  our 
pressing  need  and  respectfully  claim  our  right  to  a share 
of  the  attention  of  those  interested  in  forwarding  the  pros- 
perty  of  Melrose  by  gifts  or  by  influencing  appropriations. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  numerous  and  valuable  refer- 
ence books  in  the  reading  room,  a list  of  which  appeared  in 
the  January  bulletin.  There  can  be  no  question  that  such  a 
collection  is  worth  more  to  the  citizens  than  its  money  value 
represents,  and  for  investigation  and  serious  study  it  is  far 
more  necessary  than  the  library.  It  is  the  one  part  of  any 
public  library  which  is  sure  to  be  permanent,  for  it  is  what 
every  one  needs  and  what  few  can  afford  to  own.  Not  many 
families  in  this  town  can  give  house  room  to  the  Encyclo- 
paedia Brittannica  or  the  Century  Dictionary,  not  to  men- 
tion many  other  cyclopaedias  and  handbooks  and  gazetteers 
and  bulky  atlases  which  are  on  the  shelves.  A complete  set 
of  the  St.  Nicholas  and  ten  volumes  of  Harper’s  Young  Peo- 
ple have  been  placed  recently  in  this  room  for  the  young 
people,  who  are  there  in  numbers  on  stormy  and  cold  days; 
and  there  are  also  a large  number  of  bound  volumes  of 
Harper’s  Monthly.  To  the  periodicals  already  there  have 
been  added  by  request  the  School  Review  and  the  Kindergar- 
ten. In  the  investigation  of  courses  of  study  and  methods 
of  teaching  which  is  now  going  on  throughout  the  common- 
wealth, these  magazines  are  well  worth  reading  by  all  in- 
terested in  public  or  private  education. 

During  the  last  part  of  the  year  a local  delivery  station 
was  opened  at  Melrose  Highlands,  partly  because  the  trus- 
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tees  wished  to  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  library  and  part- 
ly in  response  to  a demand  from  that  section.  The  books 
are  sent  and  returned  twice  a week.  The  whole  number  sent 
during  the  first  six  weeks  was  285,  and  most  of  these  were 
to  residents  who  had  not  before  taken  books  or  who  had  re- 
linquished their  cards  on  account  of  the  distance.  The  sta- 
tion was  opened  as  an  experiment  and  will  be  continued  as 
long  as  the  demand  for  books  continues. 

Two  bulletins  have  been  printed  during  the  year,  contain- 
ing classified  lists  of  some  400  books  and  additional  alpha- 
betical lists  of  some  600.  The  trustees  decided  that  the 
object  for  which  they  were  printed  was  reached  more  fully 
by  distributing  them  than  by  attempting  to  sell  them.  Now, 
one  copy  is  given  to  every  family  asking  for  it.  They  are 
appreciated  and  lessen  the  crowd  in  the  library  around  the 
catalogue’s  on  Saturday  evenings. 

It  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  board  of  trustee  ^ and  the 
selectmen  to  elect  a sixth  trustee.  The  regulations  accept- 
ed by  the  town  when  the  Australian  ballot  was  adopted, 
have  now  been  complied  with,  and  the  town  at  its  next  meet- 
ing by  electing  a sixth  trustee  will  have  conformed  to  the 
present  state  law. 

The  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  Fund  has  provided  the 
library  with  the  13th  volume  of  the  “Life  of  Washington.” 

The  William  Emerson  Barrett  Fund  has  been  allowed  to 
accumulate,  as  can  be  seen  by  treasurer’s  report  on  another 
page. 

We  kindly  thank  the  donors  of  various  books  and  period- 
icals which  have  been  sent  to  the  library  and  reading  room 
during  the  year,  and  the  Melrose  Journal  and  Melrose  Re- 
porter for  printing  lists  of  new  books  free  of  expense. 

Several  donations  received  since  the  close  of  the  year 
will  appear  in  the  report  of  1893. 

The  librarians  have  completed  a written  dictionary  card 
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catalogue  which  any  one  can  consult  by  asking  permission. 
A new  registration  will  be  begun  in  January  and  when  the 
alcoves  for  which  an  appropriation  is  asked  have  been  put  in 
place,  they  wish  to  try  to  classify  the  books. 

Special  attention  is  called  to  the  World’s  Columbian  Ex- 
position Journal,  which  appears  monthly  and  is  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  the  Exposition  already  officially  open  in 
Chicago.  It  is  fully  illustrated  and  gives  accurate  informa- 
tion concerning  the  buildings  and  such  exhibits  as  have  ar- 
rived. 

The  amount  needed  for  the  expenses  of  the  library  and 
reading  room  increases  as  the  population  of  the  town  in- 
creases, and  an  appropriation  which  has  been  ample  and 
generous  becomes  limited  and  insufficient.  Next  year  new 
alcoves,  to  accommodate  the  larger  number  of  books,  must 
be  put  in,  and  some  other  expenses,  which  have  been  ex- 
plained to  the  finance  committee,  incurred.  The  trustees 
respectfully  ask  for  $1000  and  the  dog  tax,  and  for  the  ad- 
ditional expenses  an  appropriation  of  $200. 

Respectfully  submitted  in  behalf  of  the  trustees. 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Secretary . 

ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 

CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

RUBY  F.  FARWELL, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Trustees . 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND. 

JANUARY  I,  1892,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1893. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  I,  1892  . . . $500  90 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank  . . 20  10 


Dr. 

To  cash  paid  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  books 
Balance  on  hand 


$521  00 

$5  00 
. 516  00 


$521  00 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BARRETT  FUND. 

JANUARY  I,  1892,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1893. 

Cr, 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  I,  1892  . . . $66  70 

Interest  fr.om  Melrose  Savings  Bank  . . . 2 68 


Dr. 

Balance  on  hand 

CATALOGUE  FUND. 
Cr. 


$69  38 
. $69  38 


By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1892 
Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank 
Fines  collected  by  librarian  in  1892  . 
Sales  of  bulletins  . . . . 


Dr. 


. $152  26 
6 31 
. 99  05 

8 95 

$266  57 


To  cash  paid  sundries,  post  office  box,  extra  help, 
stamps,  paper,  etc.  ...... 

To  cash  paid  for  catalogues  . . . . . 

Balance  on  hand  ...... 


$23  73 

6 50 
236  34 


Respectfully  submitted, 


$266  57 


C.  A.  PATCH,  Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1 892. 


Number  of  volumes  in  library  Jan.  i,  1892  . 

9*174 

“ 

“ “ purchased  in  1892  . . 539 

ii 

“ “ donated  in  1892  . . 16 

555 

“ 

‘ “ in  library  Jan.  1,  1893 

9*729 

ii 

persons  using  library  Jan.  1,  1892  . 

4*i39 

“ 

“ cards  issued  in  1892  . . . 450 

cards  relinquished  in  1892  . 53 

397 

“ 

‘ persons  using  library  Jan.  1,  1893 

4*536 

Number  of  vols.  replaced  in  1892 

55 

‘ “ rebound  “ “ 

757 

“ 

“ magazines  bound  for  library  in  1892  . 

42 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day  . 

393 

Smallest 

“ “ “ “ “ “ “ 

24 

Average 

“ “ “ “ on  Mondays 

105 

ii 

“ “ “ “ “ Wednesdays. 

88 

44 

“ “ “ “ “ Saturdays 

393 

Whole 

“ “ “ “ in  January 

3,220 

“ 

“ “ “ “ “ April 

3*194 

“ 

“ “ “ “ “ July 

2,508 

“ 

“ “ “ “ “ October 

2,678 

“ 

“ “ “ “ 1892 

34,093 

Number  of  persons  using  reading  room  in  1891 

13*306 

i i 

“ “ “ in  1892  . 

13*977 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month 

1,381 

Smallest 

“ “ “ “ “ “ 

860 

Largest 

“ “ day 

122 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading 

room 

• 

*47 
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PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News. 

American  Naturalist. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Magazine,  Cassell’s. 

Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine. 

Century  Monthly  “ 

Chautauquan. 

Cottage  Hearth F.  P.  Shumway,  Jr. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine  .....  A Friend 
Electric  Monthly  Magazine. 

Engineering  ......  W.  H.  Wiley 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Forum.  * 

Garden  and  Forest. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

Harper’s  Bazar. 

Harper’s  Weekly. 

Harper’s  Young  People. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

London  Punch. 

Lippincott’s  Monthly  Magazine,  ...  A Friend 
Literary  World,  .....  Daniel  Jefferson 
Magazine  of  American  History. 

Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

Outing  Monthly  Magazine. 

Overland. 
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Practical  Electricity,  ....  Charles  A Patch 
Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Review  of  Reviews,  . . . Mrs.  Ruby  F.  Farwell 

School  Review. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American,  Architect  and  Builder. 

Science. 

Scribner’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

St.  Nicholas. 

Wide  Awake. 

World’s  Illustrated  Columbian  Exposition  Journal. 

PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

Christian  Register,  . . Woman’s  Aux.  Unit.  Church 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 

London  Weekly  Times. 

Louisville  Weekly  Courier-Journal. 

Melrose  Journal,  ....  Charles  H.  Adams 
Melrose  Reporter.  ....  Dunton  & Potter 
National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune,  Weekly. 

Pilot. 

San  PYancisco  Call. 

Springfield  Republican,  Weekly. 

Woman’s  Journal, 

Youth’s  Companion. 


Mrs.  Mary  A.  Livermore 
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DONATIONS. 


Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  library  Jan.  I,  1892 
Annual  report  of  Chelsea  Public  Library 


4 4 

“ Concord  “ 

44 

“ Hopedale  “ 

44 

“ Lancaster  “ 

4 4 

“ Leicester  “ 

4 4 

“ Malden 

44 

“ Manchester 

N.  H.  . 

4 4 

“ Maimonides  “ 

N.Y.  . 

44 

“ Medford 

44 

“ Newberry 

Chicago 

44 

“ Newton 

44 

“ Petersham 

44 

“ Quincy  “ 

44 

“ Salem 

44 

“ Springfield  “ 

44 

“ Warren  “ 

44 

“ Winchester  “ 

44 

“ Winthrop  “ 

44 

“ President  of  Tuft’s  College 

The  Tuftonjan ......... 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office 

Eulogies  on  Brigadier-General  James  P.  Wadsworth — 

John  C.  Hurd  . 

Dedication  of  the  statue  of  Major-General  John  Sedg- 
wick— John  C.  Hurd  ...... 

Columbus  and  the  Finding  of  the  New  World — William 
F.  Poole  ......... 

Tobacco,  Insanity  and  Nervousness — Dr.  L.  Bremer  . 
Free  Coinage  of  Silver — Henry  Cabot  Lodge 
The  Movement  for  Better  Roads — Col.  Albert  A.  Pope 
Influence  of  the  Netherlands  on  the  English  Common- 
wealth and  American  Republic  .... 

Proportional  representation;  the  Gove  system — W.  E. 

Griffis . 

Opening  of  the  library  of  the  University  of  Pa 
First  Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations 


1.313 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

I 

1 

1 

17 

52 

1 

1 


I 

I 

I 

1 

1 

I 


1,410 
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Books. 

Souvenir  of  the  Twenty-fourth  National  G.  A.  R.  En- 
campment . . . . . . . G.  A,  R. 

Feast  of  the  Virgins  and  other  Poems  . H.  L.  Gordon 

American  Newspaper  Annual  . . Charles  H.  Adams 

Annals  of  Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso- 
ciation .......  Alfred  Bicknell 

Catalogue  of  Library  of  the  St.  Johnsbury  Athenaeum. 
Taxation  of  Women  in  Mass.  . . William  I.  Bowditch 

Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Mass.  Bay, 

Massachusetts 

Law  of  Freedom  and  Bondage  in  U.  S.,  John  Codman  Hurd 
Theory  of  our  National  Existence  . “ “ “ 

The  Union-State  “ “ “ 


CARRIE  M.  WORTHEN,  Librarian. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


Melrose  Public  Library 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1893, 


MELROSE : 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
1894. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


Melrose-Public  Library 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1893, 


MELROSE : 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
1894. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1893. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-third  annual  report.  The  removal  of  the  school 
committee  to  their  new  quarters  in  the  Mary  A.  Livermore 
school  house  has  given  to  the  reading  room  the  sole  use  of 
the  room  in  which  it  formerly  had  control  of  a share  only, 
and  the  public  have  gladly  availed  themselves  of  their 
acquisition.  The  number  of  visitors  has  increased  from 
13,9 77,  in  1892  to  15,641.  The  pupils  of  the  public  schools 
form  a large  proportion  of  this  increase,  and  they  use  the 
maps,  dictionaries  and  books  of  reference  with  which  the 
room  is  supplied.  The  remaining  new  visitors  are  those 
who  come  to  read  the  periodicals  and  newspapers. 

The  library  was  closed  from  July  17th  to  Aug.  7th,  for 
needed  repairs,  and  during  this  time  no  books  were  dis 
tributed.  This  accounts  for  the  loss  in  circulation,  which  is 
32,197  this  year  as  against  34,093  in  1892.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  new  cards  issued  this  year  is  slightly  in  advance  of 
the  number  of  last  year,  and  the  circulation  reckoned  on  the 
time  the  library  has  been  open  has  likewise  increased. 

The  two  new  classified  bulletins  printed  this  year  were 
asked  for  before  their  appearance,  and  they  save  the  hard- 
used  and  fast-disappearing  catalogue. 
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The  librarian  places  on  a shelf  by  her  desk  the  new  books, 
and  the  readers  can  look  them  over  and  select  from  them 
for  home  use.  Many  libraries  accord  the  privilege  of  going 
among  the  alcoves  and  selecting  books  after  a slight  exami- 
nation of  the  contents.  There  is  no  better  way  of  advertis- 
ing the  best  books.  Works  of  fiction  and  books  of  travel 
get  into  circulation  at  once  because  they  are  pleasing  : 
scientific  works  in  this  inventive,  money-making  age  do  not 
long  remain  unread;  biographies,  histories  and  poetry  make 
friends  more  slowly,  they  must  attract  by  an  anecdote,  an 
entertaining  letter,  by  a picture  or  a caking  bit  of  rhyme 
before  the  reader  will  carry  them  home,  and  this  appeal  can 
only  be  made  when  they  are  opened  and  the  contents  seen. 
A revolving  bookcase  holds  the  books  which  are  for  the 
examination  of  young  people.  The  new  shelves  are  set  up 
and  are  beginning  to  be  filled.  The  books  bought  previous 
to  1883  have  been  carefully  examined  by  the  trustees,  and 
those  whose  usefulness  had  ceased  or  wThich  were  worn  out 
and  were  not  to  be  replaced,  have  been  taken  out.  Addi- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  furniture  of  the  library  and  the 
room  presents  a more  attractive  appearance. 

A new  registration  was  begun  in  January,  1893;  that  is  as 
the  cards  used  in  asking  for  books  were  renewed  by  the 
librarian,  each  card  received  a new  number  and  was  marked 
with  the  figure  2,  which  showed  it  to  be  one  of  the  second 
registration.  The  library  is  in  its  twenty-fourth  year,  and 
the  custom  has  been  to  add  the  cards  issued  to  new  readers 
to  those  already  in  circulation,  and  assume  this  sum  to  be 
the  number  of  persons  using  the  library.  In  time  this  has 
become  incorrect  because  no  reduction  was  made  for  those 
cards  held  by  families  who  left  town,  nor  those  lost  or  worn 
out  and  not  renewed.  The  new  registration  has  reached 
1,300,  and  in  the  statistics  this  is  assumed  to  be  the  number 
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now  using  the  library,  though  it  is  far  below  the  actual  num- 
ber since  the  registration  is  still  going  on. 

The  number  of  books  distributed  at  the  local  delivery 
station,  at  the  Highlands,  since  its  opening  in  December, 
1892,  is  2,095.  This  warrants  the  trustees  in  keeping  the 
station  open  for  a longer  time.  When  the  library  was  closed 
for  repairs,  some  of  the  readers  who  take  books  only  at  the 
Highlands,  believed  the  delivery  there  was  permanently 
closed.  To  correct  this  mistake  the  local  papers  have,  re- 
cently, called  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact  that  it 
is  open  and  should  be  used,  if  desired,  by  the  people  at  the 
Highlands. 

The  library  is  to  receive,  on  the  settlement  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  William  Bailey,  a handsome  gift,  only  the  inter- 
est of  which  can  be  used  for  its  needs.  This  is  the  second 
time  it  has  been  remembered  by  citizens  of  the  town  with 
generous  bequests,  and  it  hopes,  by  increased  usefulness,  to 
merit  this  appreciation  of  its  efforts. 

The  trustees  must  not  hesitate  in  any  times  to  speak  of  the 
need  of  a library  building  which  shall  supply  our  citizens 
with  the  opportunity  for  instruction  and  rational  entertain- 
ment which  most  Massachusetts  towns  now  furnish.  The 
pressing  want  of  last  year  has  been  only  partially  met  by  the 
increased  room  in  the  reading-room,  and  by  the  new  ar- 
rangements in  the  library.  There  are  many  improvements 
which  the  trustees  would  be  glad  to  undertake,  but  which  it 
seems  impossible  to  begin  where  we  now  are.  The  classifi- 
cation of  the  library  is  one.  The  question  of  what  to  do 
with  the  increased  number  of  books  will  come  up  again  in  a 
short  time,  and  cannot  be  answered  forever  by  packing  more 
closely  and  crowding  more  on  the  room  given  to  readers. 
We  hope  the  way  tc  provide  for  the  library,  when  it  shall  be 
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absolutely  forced  out  of  its  present  location,  is  a care  to 
others  as  well  as  to  the  trustees. 

The  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  fund  has  bought  for  the 
library  the  14th  volume  of  the  “ Life  of  Washington.” 

The  William  Emerson  Barrett  fund  has  given  the  library 
the  “ Hand-book  of  Ornament;  a grammar  of  art,  industrial 
and  architectural  designing.” 

We  kindly  thank  the  donors  of  various  books  and  periodi- 
cals, which  have  been  sent  to  the  library  and  reading-room,, 
and  the  Melrose  Journal  and  Melrose  Reporter  for  printing 
whatever  notices  we  have  needed  free  of  expense. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  year  1894  the  trustees  respectfully 
ask  the  town  for  $1,000  and  the  dog  tax. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Secretary. 

ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 

CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

RUBY  F.  FARWELL, 

GEORGE.  E.  MUNROE, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND. 
JANUARY  I,  1893,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1 894. 

Cr. 


By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  I,  1893, 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  bank, 

Dr. 

To  cash  paid  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons,  books, 
Balance  on  hand,  . 


$516  00 
20  54 

$536  54 

$10  00 
526  54 


S536  54 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILUIAM  EMERSON  BARRETT  FUND. 
JANUARY  I,  I893,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1 894. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan.  I,  1893, 
Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  bank, 


Dr. 

To  cash  paid  Hessling  & Co.,  books, 
Balance  on  hand, 


$69  38 
2 78 

$ 72  16 

2 70 
69  46 


$72  16 


CATALOGUE  FUND. 
Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand,  Jan.  1,  1893, 

Fines  collected  by  librarians  in  1893, 
From  appropriation, 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  bank, 

Dr. 


$236  34 
99  28 
150  00 
13  62 

$499  24 


Balance  on  hand, $499  24 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH,  Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1893. 


No.  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1893, 

. 

9729 

“ purchased  in  1893, 

459, 

“ donated  “ 

5* 

464 

“ in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1894, 

10,193 

No.  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1893, 

4,536 

“ cards  issued  in  1893,  . 

445. 

“ cards  relinquished  in  1893, 

15. 

430 

“ persons  using  library  Jan.  1,  1894, 

1,300 

“ volumes  replaced  in  1893, 

144 

“ “ rebound  “ 

532 

“ magazines  bound  in  1893, 

58 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day, 

334 

Smallest  “ “ “ “ 

30 

Average  “ “ “ on  Monday, 

105 

“ ” “ “ on  Wednesday, 

99 

“ “ “ “ Saturday, 

265 

Whole  “ “ “ February, 

3,033 

“ “ “ May, 

2,755 

“ “ “ “ August,  . 

1,746 

“ “ “ November, 

3.169 

“ “ “ “ 1893, 

32,157 

No.  of  persons  using  reading  room  in  1892, 

13,977 

“ “ “ 1893. 

15,641 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month,  . 

00 

0 

Smallest  “ “ “ 

830 

“ “ one  day, 

125 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading 

room 

201 

Books  taken  on  teachers’  cards,  . 

215 
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PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News. 

American  Naturalist. 

Arena. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Magazine,  Cassell’s. 

Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine. 

Century  Monthly  Magazine 


Chautauquan. 

Cottage  Hearth, 

F.  P.  Shumway,  Jr. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine,  . 

A friend. 

Engineering,  . 

W.  H.  Wiley. 

Family  Magazine, 
Forest  and  Stream. 
Forum. 

Garden  and  Forest. 
Gartenlaube. 

. Frank  Harrison. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

“ Bazar. 

“ Weekly. 

“ Young  People. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

London  Punch. 

Literary  World,  ......  Daniel  Jefferson. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 

Munsey’s  Magazine,  ......  A friend. 

Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

Outing  Monthly  Magazine. 

Overland. 
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Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Review  of  Reviews,  . . . Mrs.  Ruby  F.  Farwell. 

School  Review. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Architect  and  Builder. 

Science. 

Scribner’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

Shorthand  Magazine,  ....  Frank  Harrison. 
St.  Nicholas. 

World’s  Illustrated  Columbian  Exposition  Journal. 


PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 


Christian  Register,  .... 
Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 
London  Weekly  Times. 

Louisville  Weekly  Courier-Journal. 

W.  F.  Conant. 

Melrose  Journal,  .... 

Charles  H.  Adams. 

Melrose  Reporter,  .... 

National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune,  Weekly. 

Pilot. 

San  Francisco  Call. 

Springfield  Republican,  Weekly. 

Dunton  & Potter. 

Woman’s  Journal,  . . . Mrs.  Mary  A.  Livermore. 

Youth’s  Companion. 


MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

DONATIONS. 

Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamplets  in  library,  Jan.  I,  1893, 
Annual  report  of  Beverly  public  library,  . 
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Brockton  “ “ 

1 

Cincinnati  “ “ 

Ohio, 

1 

Cleveland  “ “ 

Ohio, 

1 

Clinton  “ “ 

1 

Concord  “ “ 

1 

Everett  “ “ 

1 

Holbrook  “ 

1 

Lancaster  “ “ 

1 

Leicester  “ “ 

1 

Malden  “ “ 

1 

Manchester  “ “ 

1 

Manchester  “ “ 

N.  H., 

1 

Newton  “ “ 

1 

Providence  “ “ 

R.  I., 

1 

Salem  “ “ 

1 

Somerville  “ “ 

1 

Springfield  “ “ 

1 

Waltham  “ “ 

1 

Warren 

1 

Woburn  “ “ 

1 

Worcester  “ “ 

1 

Peabody  Institute,  . 

1 

The  Tuftonian,  .... 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office, 
Mass.  Institute  of  Technology;  its  found 
equipment,  .... 

Law  of  the  Roadside, 


ation 


and 


1,410 

1 


17 

52 


B504 


Carried  forward , 
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Brought  forward , i , 504 

Mexico!  Si  Senor — F.  M.  Souther,  ....  1 

Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Caleb  D.  Bradlee,  . . 1 

Sixty-seventh  Anniversary  of  General  Conference  of 

Congregational  churches  in  Maine — C.  N.  Chapin,  1 

Littell’s  Living  Age  for  1891-92 — Miss  S.  A.  Cheever,  52 
Popular  Science  Monthly  for  1891-2 — Miss  Sarah  A. 


Cheever,  . . . . . . . . 12 

A Conference  on  Manual  Training,  ....  1 


1.572 


Books. 

Atlas  of  Massachusetts, — Commissioners’  Office,  Boston. 
Memorial  address  of  James  G.  Blaine — Hon.  W.  E.  Barrett. 
Elizur  Wright’s  Appeals  for  the  Middlesex  Fells — Miss  Ellen 
Wright. 

Complete  works  of  Thomas  Dick,  3 vols. — Mr.  H.  B.  Upham. 
Poor  Richard’s  Sayings,  illustrated — Mr.  Osmore  Jenkins. 


CARRIE  M.  WORTHEN,  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


Melrose  Public  Library 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MELROSE,  MASS., 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1895, 


MELROSE : 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
1896. 
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Melrose  Public  Library, 
Melrose,  Mass, 


REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 


OF  THE 


Melrose  Public  Library 


FOR  THE 


Year  Ending  December  31,  1895, 


MELROSE : 

DUNTON  & POTTER,  PRINTERS,  REPORTER  OFFICE. 
1896. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1895. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-fifth  annual  report: 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town,  the  library  re- 
moved from  the  Town  Hall  last  spring  and  was  closed  March 
IO,  reopening  in  its  present  quarters  April  11.  The  trustees 
feel  very  thankful  for  the  liberal  appropriation  for  fitting 
and  furnishing,  and  believe  the  money  has  been  well  spent 
in  making  the  rooms  comfortable  and  attractive. 

The  library  was  moved  to  its  new  home  without  loss  or 
damage,  some  inconvenience  being  occasioned  of  course  by 
the  interruption  of  its  regular  work.  The  library  and  read- 
ing room  were  both  closed  during  the  five  weeks  in  which 
they  have  usually  received  their  largest  patronage,  the  loss 
in  circulation  not  being  confined,  however,  to  this  period. 
It  took  some  time  for  the  patrons  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  new  location  and  the  books  went  out  again  very 
slowly.  For  favorable  comparison  of  statistics,  therefore, 
this  would  hardly  be  considered  the  banner  year  in  the 
library’s  history.  The  interest  is  growing  again,  however, 
as  showm  by  the  figures  in  the  last  six  months  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1894.  As  per  annexed  report  of 
the  librarian,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  volumes 
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now  in  the  library  is  11,109,  an  increase  by  purchase  of  480 
and  by  gift  of  13.  The  number  of  persons  using  the  library 
is  2,697,  an  increase  over  last  year  of  581.  The  number  of 
books  issued  in  1895  was  36,2 76,  or  about  5,000  less  than  in 
1894. 

In  common  with  other  public  libraries  the  demand  is 
largely  for  works  of  fiction,  about  seventy  per  cent,  of  our 
books  being  of  this  character.  In  this  department  great 
care  is  taken  to  select  the  best,  in  the  hope  that  knowledge 
acquired  in  this  way  may  stimulate  the  mind  to  something 
more  substantial,  for  the  trustees  fully  realize  the  fact,  that 
the  great  underlying  purpose  of  the  public  library  is  educa- 
tional. They  believe  that  the  library  and  the  school  should 
be  inseparably  connected  and  are  especially  desirous  that 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  all  other  stu- 
dents, should  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges.  To  further 
this  end,  they  are  always  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  furnish 
books  for  this  class  of  readers  when  it  is  possible  to  do  so. 

The  Boston  public  library  is  making  renewed  efforts  to 
furnish  students  special  privileges,  and  in  our  humble  way 
we  are  glad  to  follow  the  example  of  so  illustrious  a leader. 
Since  our  last  report  that  magnificent  library  building  has 
been  finished  and  opened  to  its  owners,  the  public. 
How  wide-spread  and  potent  is  its  influence.  It  realizes 
in  full  measure  what  a library  should  be  in  its  grand  possi- 
bilities for  education,  for  culture  and  refinement.  It  is 
a great  and  lasting  benefit  to  the  community  at  large, 
of  especial  value  to  all  students  and  a source  of  inspiration 
to  all  library  workers. 

Vour  trustees  have  thought  it  advisable  for  various  reasons 
to  make  a rule  limiting  the  children’s  use  of  the  reading 
room  to  the  afternoon  hours.  They  will  be  very  welcome 
at  that  time  and  every  effort  will  be  made  to  make  their 
stay  pleasant  and  profitable. 
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This  rule  does  not,  of  course,  apply  to  children  when  ac- 
companied by  adults. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  bought  for  the  reading 
room  “The  Book  of  the  Fair,”  in  two  volumes,  being  a fine 
illustrated  souvenir  of  the  World’s  Fair.  Rand  & NcNal- 
ly’s  “Atlas  of  the  World,”  a very  complete  and  desirable 
work,  Frank  Leslie’s  “ Illustrated  History  of  the  Civil  War,” 
made  up  of  newspaper  cuts  running  through  that  period, 
“ Earthly  Footsteps  of  the  Man  of  Galilee,”  an  illustrated 
work  showing  many  places  made  memorable  in  sacred  his- 
tory and  in  the  life  of  our  Lord. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  statement  of  the  catalogue  fund, 
that  this  important  work  is  now  under  way.  A new  card 
catalogue  is  being  type  written,  from  which  will  be  printed 
a finding  list  or  some  other  form  of  catalogue.  The  trustees 
will  endeavor  to  have  this  ready  if  possible  during  the  com-' 
ing  year. 

The  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  fund  has  bought  during  the 
year  : for  the  reading  room,  “Book  of  the  Fair,”  2 vols.,  by 
H.  H.  Bancroft,  and  for  the  library  : “ History  of  Deer- 

field,” by  George  Sheldon.  The  William  Emerson  Barrett 
fund  has  been  allowed  to  accumulate.  The  library  has  re- 
ceived from  the  William  Bailey  estate  nearly  all  of  his  be- 
quest, which  will  amount  with  accrued  interest  to  about 
$2,500.  The  income  from  this  sum  will  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books. 

The  trustees  endeavor  to  get  books  into  circulation  as 
soon  as  possible  after  publication,  and  in  this  respect  we  are 
glad  to  say,  our  library  has  the  reputation  of  being  among 
the  first.  We  would  remind  our  patrons  at  Melrose  High- 
lands, and  hereby  notify  all  residents  in  that  section,  that 
the  agency  of  the  library  is  'in  the  store  of  Miss  Carrie 
L.  Libby,  152  PTanklin  street. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  Miss  Sarah  Chever,  of  Melrose 
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Highlands,  for  the  gift  of  an  old  fashioned  chair,  which  has 
been  placed  in  the  reading  room.  We  would  also  thank  all 
persons  who  during  the  past  year  have  donated  books  or 
periodicals  to  the  library  or  reading  room. 

The  close  of  the  present  year  rounds  out  a quarter  cen- 
tury of  our  library’s  existence.  It  has  grown  and  improved 
with  the  growth  and  improvement  of  our  town.  Many 
changes  have  taken  place,  none  so  radical,  however,  as  the 
enforced  change  of  location,  made  since  our  last  annual  re- 
port. The  new  quarters  of  the  library,  without  doubt  the 
best  obtainable  under  the  circumstances,  and  in  some  re- 
spects an  improvement  over  the  old,  do  not,  and  surely  will 
not,  with  the  rapid  growth  of  our  town,  meet  the  require- 
ments of  a first-class  library  such  as  Melrose  ought  to  have. 

As  a measure  of  economy  and  from  a business  standpoint 
it  would  be  better  for  the  town  to  have  a library  building  it 
can  call  its  own,  be  it  a soldiers’  memorial  or  what  you  will. 
The  lease  of  our  present  quarters  expires  in  the  spring  of 
1900. 

We  trust  the  town  will  wait  no  longer  for  the  appearance 
of  some  munificent  benefactor,  but  in  the  early  dawn  of  an- 
other century  will  awake  to  the  necessity  of  providing  a per- 
manent home  for  its  public  library. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  to  pay  the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  library  the  coming  year,  the  trustees  respect- 
fully ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $1500  and  the  dog  tax. 
For  the  rent  of  the  library  rooms,  as  per  terms  of  the  lease, 
an  appropriation  of  $1000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  E.  MUNROE,  Secretary . 

ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS,  MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

CHARLES  C.  BARRY,  CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 
RUBY  F.  FARWELL,  GEO.  E.  MUNROE, 

Trustees. 


LIBRARY  REPORT.  7 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND 


JANUARY  I,  I895,  T0  JANUARY  I,  1896. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  I,  1895,  • 

By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 


$547  80 
20  80 


$568  60 

Dr. 

To  paid  E.  B.  Hall,  books,  . . . $30  00 

To  paid  George  Sheldon,  books,  . 4 20 

$34  20 


Balance  on  hand,  .....  $534  4° 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BARRETT  FUND 
JANUARY  I,  1895,  T0  JANUARY  I,  1 896. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1895,  • • • $72  24 

By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . 2 90 


Balance  on  hand, 


Dr. 


$75  14 
$75  l4 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  BAILEY  FUND 
APRIL  8,  I895,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1896. 


Cr. 

By  amount  rec’d.  from  Hannibal  Forbes,  execu- 
tor,   $2,400  00 

By  interest, 60  00 


Dr. 


$2,460  00 


To  amount  loaned  to  town  of  Melrose, 

treasurer’s  note,  ....  $2,000  00 
Balance  on  hand, 460  CO 


$2,460  00 
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CATALOGUE  FUND. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  I,  1895,  • • • $798  18 

Fines  collected  by  librarian  in  1895,  • • • 76  93 

From  appropriation,  . . . . . . 150  00 

For  desk  and  table  sold,  , 30  00 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . . . 34  37 


$1,089  48 
Dr. 

To  amount  paid  Hammond  Type 

Writer  Co., $101  00 

To  amount  paid  L.  B.  Wilder  & Co., 

printing, 15  10 

$116  10 

Balance  on  hand,  .....  $973  38 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1 895. 


Number  of 

volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1895,  • 

10,616 

“ 

“ purchased  in  1895,  • 480 

“ donated  in  1895,  • • x3 

493 

“ 

“ in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1896,  . 

1 1,109 

Number  of 

persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1895, 
cards  issued  in  1895,  . . . 595 

2,116 

“ relinquished  in  1895,  • • l4 

S8i 

Number  of 

persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1896, 

2,697 

“ 

volumes  replaced  in  1895,  • 

166 

“ 

“ rebound  in  1895,  • 

465 

i i 

magazines  bound  in  1895,  • 

46 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day, 

398 

Smallest 

“ 

39 

Largest 

“ “ “ “ month,  . 

3,891 

Whole 

“ “ “ 1895,  • 

36,276 

“ 

“ “ sent  to  Highlands, 

1,446 

Reading  Room. 

Number  of 

persons  using  the  reading  room  in  1894, 

>9.313 

“ 

“ “ “ “ 1895, 

18,461 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month, 

2,060 

Smallest 

“ 

1,194 

Largest 

“ “ “ day,  . 

145 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading  room,  260 

Books  taken  on  teachers’  card  for  school  use,  . 107 
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PERIODICALS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News. 

Arena. 

Around  the  World,  . . . Miss  Mary  L.  Charles 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Interchange. 

Atlantic  Monthly  Magazine. 

Century  Monthly  Magazine. 

Chatauquan. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 

Critic. 

Eclectic  Magazine. 

Engineering,  .....  Mr.  W.  H.  Wiley. 
Forest  and  Stream. 

Forum  Magazine. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

“ Bazar. 

“ Weekly. 

“ Round  Table. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Land  of  Sunshine,  . . . F.  A.  Patten  & Co. 

Le  FVancaise. 

Library  Journal. 

Life. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

Literary  World. 

Munsey’s  Magazine. 

Nation. 
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North  American  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

Outing  Monthly  Magazine. 

Overland  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Popular  Science 'News,  . . Miss  Mary  L.  Charles. 

Review  of  Reviews,  . . . Mrs.  Ruby  F.  Farwell. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Architect  and  Builder. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

St.  Nicholas  Magazine, 

The  Book-buyer. 

The  Bookman. 

PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

Charleston  News  and  Courier. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Christian  Register, W.  F.  Conant. 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

London  Weekly  Times. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

Louisville  Weekly  Courier-Journal. 

Melrose  Journal,  ....  Charles  H.  Adams. 
Melrose  Reporter,  ....  Dunton  & Potter. 
National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R., 

New  York  Tribune,  Weekly. 

Pilot. 

San  Francisco  Call. 

Springfield  Republican.  Weekly. 

Woman’s  Journal.  . . Mrs.  Mary  A.  Livermore. 

Youth’s  Companion. 
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DONATIONS. 

Books . 

The  Christian  Ministry,  . . Rev.  Johm  G.  Taylor. 

Report  of  Mass.  Board  of  World’s 

Fair  Managers,  .....  Geo.  R.  Jones 

Old  Representative  Hall,  ....  “ 

Vanity  Fair,  ......  Mrs.  A.  E.  Gates. 

The  Treasure  Tower,  . . Miss  Virginia  W.  Johnson. 

Early  History  of  Department  Mass. 

G.  A.  R.,  . . Ass’t  Adjutant  Gen.  H.  O.  Moore. 

Animal’s  Rights,  ....  Mrs.  Abby  A.  Judson. 

Black  Beauty,  .....  “ 

Our  Gold  Mine  at  Hollyhurst,  . “ 

The  Strike  at  Shane’s, 

Suggestions  to  Hospital  and  Asylum  Visitors,  A Friend. 
History  of  Emblem  of  the  Codfish 

in  House  of  Representatives,  ....  State. 
Acts  and  Resolves  of  Mass.,  1895,  • “ 

Pamphlets 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  library,  Jan.  1,  1895,  • • 1,65 7 

Annual  Report  of  the  Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library,  1 


4 ( 

44 

“ Brookline,  “ 

“ 1 

4 ( 

44 

“ Chelsea,  “ 

“ 1 

4 4 

44 

'■  Cleveland,  O., 

“ 1 

4 4 

4 4 

“ Clinton,  Mass., 

“ 1 

4 4 

.4.4 

“ Concord,  “ 

“ 1 

44 

44 

“ Everett, 

“ 1 

4 4 

4 % 

“ Holbrook,  “ 

“ 1 

44 

4 4 

“ Hopedale,  “ 

“ 1 

44 

44 

“ Leicester,  “ 

“ 1 

1667 
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Brought  forward , . . . . . . 1667 

Annual  Report  of  the  Malden,  Mass.,  Public  Library,  1 


4 4 

“ Manchester,  N.  H., 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Medford,  Mass., 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Newberry,  Chicago, 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Newton,  Mass., 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Quincy, 

44 

I 

4 4 

Salem,  “ 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Somerville,  “ 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Springfield,  “ 

4 4 

I 

4 4 

“ Waltham,  “ 

4 4 

I 

“ Warren,  “ 

44 

I 

Watertown,  “ 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Winchester,  “ 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Woburn,  “ 

44 

I 

4 4 

“ Worcester,  “ 

44 

I 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  Public 

Reservations,  .......  1 

Report  of  American  Humane  Association  on 

Vivisection  in  Schools,  .....  1 

Annual  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Indian 

Rights  Association,  . 1 

The  Tuftonian,  .......  12 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office,  . . 52 

Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso.  Centennial  An- 
niversary, .......  1 


C751 

CARRIE  M,  WORTHEN, 

Librarian. 
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TWENTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  #F  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1898. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-eighth  annual  report. 

That  the  public  has  taken  a very  decided  interest  in  the 
library  during  the  past  year  is  evinced  by  the  large  increase 
in  circulation  and  reading  room  attendance.  Expansion 
has  been  the  watchword  of  the  year,  and  has  infused  its 
spirit  into  our  reading  public  in  no  small  degree. 

The  annexed  report  of  the  librarian  shows  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  i,  1899,  was  4,575  5 Jan- 
1,  1898,  3,864,  an  increase  of  691  regular  card  holders. 

The  circulation  in  1898,  for  305  days,  55,838,  an  average 
of  183  books  per  day. 

In  1897  the  average  was  152.86  ; in  1896,  144.46  per  day. 
The  largest  in  one  month  in  1898,  5,357  ; in  1897,  4>8io  ; in 

1896,  4,474.  The  ^attendance  in  the  reading  room  in  1898 
(12  months),  28,427;  average,  2,369  per  month.  In  1897 
(10  months),  20,685;  average,  2,068.5  Per  month.  The 
actual  use  of  the  library  has  increased  20  per  cent,  over 

1897.  In  this  connection  we  are  pleased  to  note  the  fact 
that  the  business  of  the  Boston  public  library  has  grown 
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enormously  the  past  year,  now  having  75,000  card  holders,, 
a greater  number  than  is  claimed  by  any  city  in  the  world. 
It  is  “ a system  attempting  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  a 
great  city,  growing  in  population  and  in  needs.  It  cannot 
remain  stationary  ; if  .it  does  not  advance  and  expand,  it 
must  degenerate.” 

The  same  is  true  in  our  smaller  range  of  work.  We  must 
keep  up  with  the  growing  needs  of  our  readers,  and  we 
trust  the  public  may  more  fully  realize  this  and  give  liberal 
support  to  this  important  factor  in  the  cause  of  general 
education.  Part  of  our  increase  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  use 
made  of  the  library  by  the  public  schools,  especially  the 
high  school.  This  fact  is  most  gratifying,  as  we  have  al- 
ways felt  that  a very  essential  part  of  the  library  work  is  to 
co-operate  with  the  schools,  and  to  furnish,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, supplementary  reading  in  the  various  branches  of  study. 
We  are  sorry  our  resources  will  not  permit  us  to  do  more  in 
this  line. 

Mr.  Putnam  and  his  trustees  hope  that  in  Boston  the  time 
is  not  far  distant,  when  appropriations  will  warrant  the  es- 
tablishment of  delivery  stations  in  every  school. 

In  accordance  with  the  custom  in  many  libraries  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  issue  an  additional  card,  entitling  its 
holder  to  take  from  the  library  any  book  not  coming  under 
the  department  of  fiction.  This  plan  went  into  effect  Sept. 
20  and  about  230  cards  have  been  issued.  We  should  be 
glad  if  more  of  our  readers  would  avail  themselves  of  this 
privilege. 

A card  for  teachers  was  given  out  at  the  same  time,  its 
holder  to  have  the  use  of  two  or  more  books  on  special  sub- 
jects. 

This,  however,  is  a privilege  that  has  been  accorded  for 
some  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  librarian.  About  130  of 
these  cards  are  now  in  use.  These  additional  cards  though 
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•only  about  three  months  in  use  have  of  course  added  some- 
what to  the  circulation  and  have  also  tended  to  lower  the 
per  centage  of  fiction.  In  1897  this  was  85  per  cent.;  last 
year  it  was  82^  per  cent.  This  includes  juvenile  books 
which  amount  to  at  least  20  per  cent. 

The  pubic  are  requested  for  sanitary  and  also  for  financial 
reasons,  to  use  all  possible  care  in  the  handling  of  the  books, 
to  keep  them  clean,  and  to  prevent  their  being  soiled  and 
torn  by  children.  The  police  have  orders  to  notify  the  lib- 
rarian of  all  cases  of  contagious  disease.  The  library  and 
reading  room  will  be  kept  as  clean  and  well  ventilated 
as  conditions  will  allow. 

In  April  the  trustees  accepted  with  much  regret  the  resig- 
nation of  Miss  Rosa  Gibbons,  the  assistant  librarian,  who 
entered  upon  a larger  field  of  work  in  the  Malden  library. 
They  hereby  express  their  appreciation  of  her  faithful  and 
efficient  service.  Her  successor,  Miss  C.  L.  Worthen,  is 
well  equipped  by  technical  training  to  fill  the  position. 

In  May  the  library  received  through  its  secretary,  Mr. 
Louis  Robson  of  Malden,  the  record  books  and  various  other 
books  and  papers  of  the  Roundabout  Club,  a literary  organ- 
ization which  had  an  active  existence  in  the  town  from  1873 
to  1891.  The  books  and  papers  have  been  placed  on  file 
for  reference. 

The  trustees  wish  to  express  their  thanks  to  the  many 
kind  friends  who  have  donated  books  or  periodicals. 

The  finding  list  is  for  sale  at  the  librarian’s  desk,  and  a 
copy  should  be  in  the  home  of  every  card  holder.  It  will 
be  found  very  convenient. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  fact,  that  in  addition  to  those 
in  the  reading  room  there  are  five  magazines  for  circulation': 
Harper’s,  Century,  Scribner’s,  Atlantic,  and  New  England 
Magazine. 
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At  the  March  town  meeting  a committee  of  seven  was. 
appointed  to  consider  with  the  trustees  the  needs  of  the 
library,  and  report  three  sites  which,  in  their  judgment, 
would  be  suitable  for  a library  building. 

This  committee  will  probably  report  at  the  next  town 
meeting. 

We  trust  that  the  citizens  of  the  town,  when  this  report  is 
presented,  will  take  the  first — and  possibly  the  last  oppor- 
tunity as  a town — to  vote  for  a building  lot  for  the  Melrose 
public  library. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  to  pay  the  running  ex- 
penses of  the  coming  year  the  trustees  respectfully  ask  for 
$1,800  and  the  dog  tax  ; for  the  annual  rent  of  the  library 
rooms,  $1,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  E.  MUNROE,  Secretary, 
ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 
CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

RUBY  F.  FARWELL, 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 
CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 
GEORGE  E.  MUNROE, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PER- 
KINS FUND. 

January  i,  1898,  to  January  i,  1899. 

Cr. 


By  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1898,  . 
By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 

Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  .... 


$572  70 
23  12 

$595  82 
$595  82 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BAR- 
RETT FUND. 


January  i,  1898,  to  January  i,  1899. 
Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1898,  . 

By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 

Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  ...... 


S78  51 
3 16 

$81  67 
$81  67 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  BAILEY  FUND. 
January  i,  1898,  to  January  i,  1899. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1898,  . 
By  interest,  ...... 

Dr. 


$2,721  32 
11 7 5i 

$2,838  83 


To  treasurer's  note,  town  of  Melrose,  . $2,000  00 
To  treasurer’s  note,  ...  441  50 

Balance  on  hand,  ...  397  33 


$2,838  83 
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CATALOGUE  FUND. 
Cr. 


By  balance  on  hand  January  1, 

1898,  . 

S367 

86 

Fines  collected  by  librarian  in 

1898,  . 

140 

21 

Catalogue  sales,  . 

31 

75 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings 

Bank,  . 

15 

58 

S555 

40 

To  amount  paid  sundry  bills,  . . $96  46 

Balance  on  hand,  ....  458  94 

$555  40 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1898. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  I,  1898,  1 1,944 

“ “ purchased  in  1898,  . . 467 

“ “ donated  in  1898,  . . 20 

487 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  I,  1899,  12,431 

“ of  persons  using  the  library,  Jan.  1,  1898,  3,864 

“ of  cards  issued  in  1898,  . . . 73 7 

“ ,k  relinquished  in  1898,  . 26 

7 11 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1899,  4, 575 

“ students'  cards  issued  since  Sept.  20,  1898,  232 

“ teachers’  “ 11  “ “ “ 133 

“ volumes  replaced  in  1898,  . 205 

“ “ rebound  “ 920 

magazines  bound,  48 

CIRCULATION. 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day,  . 544 

Smallest  “ 11  “ “ (stormy)  32 

“ “ “ “ “ month,  . 1,691 

Largest  “ . 5*357 

Total  “ “ “ “ “ 1898  . 55,838 

Number  of  days  the  library  was  open,  . 305 
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Fiction  and  Juvenile,  ... 

46,070 

Per  Cent. 
82.52 

History  and  Travel,  .... 

3,070 

5-49 

Science  and  Arts, 

1 ,462 

2.62 

Biography, 

r,i25 

2.02 

Literature  and  Essays,  ... 

792 

1.42 

Religion,  ..... 

723 

1.30 

Poetry  and  Drama, 

747 

i-34 

Magazines,  ...... 

L839 

3-29 

55,828 

100.00 

Reading  Room. 

• 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  Jan. 

i,  1898, 

20,685 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  Jan. 

L 1899  

28,427 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month. 

2,957 

Smallest 

1,691 

Books  brought  from  the  library  for  use  in 

reading 

room,  ...... 

77  6 

Books  taken  on  teachers’  cards  for  school 

use, 

466 

PERIODICALS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

Arena. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Interchange. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Birds. 

Book  Buyer. 

Bookman. 
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Century  Magazine.  Two  copies. 

Chautauquan  Magazine. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 

Eclectic  Magazine. 

Engineering,  ......  W.  H.  Wiley 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Forum. 

Gartenlaube. 

Geographical  Journal. 

Great  Round  World. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine.  Two  copies. 

Bazar. 

Weekly. 

Round  Table, 

Heating  and  Ventilation. 

Journal  of  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

Land  of  Sunshine,  . . . . F.  A.  Patten  & Co. 

L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,  . Sterling  Elliott 

Le  Francais. 

Library  Journal. 

Life. 

Lippincott  Magazine. 

Literary  Digest. 

Literary  News. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

McClure’s  Magazine. 

Munsey’s  Magazine. 

Nation. 

National  Magazine. 

New  England  Magazine. 

North  American  Review. 
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Outing  Magazine. 

Overland  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  News,  . . Miss  Mary  L.  Charles. 

Review  of  Reviews. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Architect  and  Builder. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner’s  Magazine.  Two  copies. 

St.  Nicholas. 

School  Review. 


PAPERS  IN  THE  READING  ROOM. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Christian  Register. 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Home  Market  Bulletin. 

Melrose  Journal,  ....  Mr.  Charles  Adams. 
Melrose  Reporter,  ....  Dunton  & Potter. 

National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune. 

Pilot. 

San  PTancisco  Call. 

Springfield  Republican. 

Tuft’s  Weekly. 

Youth’s  Companion. 
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DONATIONS. 

Books. 

Acts  and  Resolves  of  Mass.,  . . . State,  i vol. 

Cambridge  Fifty  Years  a City,  . City  of  Cambridge,  i “ 
City  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  . . City  of  Chelsea,  i “ 

How  to  Build,  Furnish  and  Decorate  a House,  2 “ 

In  Darkest  England,  . Mrs.  S.  E.  Barker,  Malden,  1 “ 

Mass.  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  Revolutionary  War, 

State,  4 “ 

Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents, 

Hon.  W.  E.  Barrett,  4 " 
Old  Records  of  the  Town  of  Fitchburg,  W.  A.  Davis,  1 “ 

Protestant  Faith,  or  Salvation  by  Belief, 

D.  H.  Olmstead,  1 “ 

Report  of  the  Boston  Y.  M.  C.  U.,  W.  H.  Baldwin,  1 “ 
Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board, 

Met.  Water  Board,  1 “ 

Ten  No-License  Years  in  Cambridge, 

Cambridge  W.  C.  T.  U.,  1 " 

William  Adams  Richardson, 

Estate  of  W.  A.  Richardson,  1 “ 

20  vols. 

Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  the  library  Jan  1,  1898,  1,832 

Annual  Report  of  the  Indian  Rights  Association,  1 

Public  Reservations,  1 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  1 

Baltimore  Enoch  Pratt  Library,  1 


Carried  forward , 


1,836 
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Brought  forward, 1,836 

Annual  Report  of  the  Beverly  Public  Library,  1 

Boston  “ 1 

Brockton 
Brookline 
Chelsea 
Chicago 
Clinton 
Concord 
Everett 
Hartford 
Hopedale 
Leicester 
Malden 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library, 
Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis 
Newberry  “ Chicago, 

Newton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Northampton  “ 

Peabody  Ins.,  Danvers, 

Philadelphia  Public  Library, 

Salem 
Somerville 
Syracuse 
Tufts 

Watertown 
Winthrop 
Woburn 
Worcester 

Official  Gazette  of  U.  S.  Patent  office, 

Notes  on  a Tour  Among  the  Indians  of  Northwest, 

Two  Great  Commandments  in  Economics, 


1,918 


Carried  forward , 
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Brought  forward  ....  . . 1,918 

Descriptive  catalogue  of  writings  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 

Philadelphia  Library,  ......  1 

That  Old  Man  and  His  Dream,  Walter  G.  Chase,  . 1 

Arthur  Henry  Hallam,  W.  E.  Gladstone,  . 1 

Henryk  Sienkiewicz,  .......  1 

Evolution  of  a Library,  ......  1 

Illustrated  Souvenir  of  Pasadena  Homes,  J.  D.  Wilde,  1 

1,924 

CARRIE  M.  WORTHEN, 
Librarian. 
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TWENTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  TRE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1897. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-seventh  annual  report. 

All  circumstances  considered,  the  close  of  the  year  1897 
finds  the  library  in  a flourishing  condition. 

During  the  year  the  card  catalogue,  begun  in  1895,  was 
completed,  and  has  been  in  use  some  months. 

The  books  have  been  properly  classified,  rearranged  and 
renumbered. 

From  this  new  arrangement  an  authors’  finding  list  has 
been  carefully  prepared  and  printed.  It  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  do  the  essential  part  of  this  important  work,  to 
close  the  library  two  months  commencing  May  1 ; but  the 
added  convenience,  now  that  it  is  completed,  both  to  the 
public  and  the  library’s  working  force,  more  than  com- 
pensates for  this  loss  of  time. 

The  card  catalogue  is  of  great  value  and  assistance  to  the 
patrons  of  the  library,  furnishing  as  it  does  a complete  list 
of  subjects  and  authors,  including  all  new  books  as  they  are 
added  from  time  to  time.  The  facility  with  which  even  the 
youngest  children  adapted  themselves  to  the  somewhat 
complex  system  was  quite  remarkable. 
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The  classification  places  fiction,  history,  biography,  sci- 
ence, etc.,  each  by  itself  on  the  shelves  of  the  library.  Each 
volume  has  its  shelf  number  ; and  by  this  method  not  only  is 
the  book  more  easily  found  by  the  assistant,  but  it  is  possi- 
ble also  to  keep  a record  of  the  number  of  books  circulated 
in  each  department  of  literature.  The  record  for  this  year 
is,  of  course,  incomplete,  but  shows  85  per  cent,  fiction, 
which  includes  children’s  books.  We  trust  the  record  for 
the  full  year  will  somewhat  lessen  this  percentage. 

The  new  catalogue,  or  authors’  finding  list,  is  for  sale 
at  the  librarian’s  desk.  It  will  be  found  very  convenient 
to  use  at  home,  where  books  may  be  selected  at  leisure. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  classification  list  in  the  front  of 
the  catalogue.  By  its  use  the  branch  of  literature  to  which 
each  book  belongs  is  clearly  indicated.  The  title  frequently 
leaves  this  a matter  of  doubt.  On  the  last  page  is  a list  of 
about  fifty  volumes  which  were  added  during  the  printing  of 
the  catalogue. 

All  this  extra  work  — renumbering  and  rearranging  the 
books,  preparing  and  type-writing  the  catalogue,  and  writing 
up  the  copy  for  the  printer, — has  been  done  by  the  library 
force,  with  some  assistance;  and  the  trustees  hereby  express 
their  high  appreciation  of  this  faithful  service,  a large  part 
of  which  was  done  evenings,  through  the  hot  summer 
weather.  To  Mr.  Patch,  of  the  trustees,  much  credit  is  due 
for  the  careful  and  business-like  supervision  of  the  work. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  bulletins,  which  will  be  printed 
as  usual,  and  will  be  found  at  the  librarian’s  desk. 

By  comparing  the  annexed  report  of  the  librarian  with 
that  of  the  previous  year  we  find  a gratifying  increase  in 
circulation  and  in  patronage,  somewhat  curtailed,  no  doubt, 
by  the  closing  of  the  library. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1898,  3,864; 
Jan.  1,  1897,  3,268  ; an  increase  of  596,  or  about  18^  per 
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cent.  Circulation  in  1897,  for  253  days,  38,674,  an  average 
per  day  of  152.86;  in  1896  the  average  was  144.46  per  day. 
Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  month:  4,810  in 
1897,  4*474  1896,  3,891  in  1895.  The  attendance  in  the 

reading  room,  in  1896,  22,321,  an  average  per  month  of  i860  ; 
in  1897  (I0  months),  22,685  — monthly  average,  2,o68j4. 

This  flourishing  condition,  while  very  gratifying,  must  in 
the  near  future  prove  somewhat  embarrassing.  The  question 
will  be,  where  shall  we  put  our  books,  and  what  shall  we  do 
with  our  readers? 

In  February  a bust  of  our  honored  townswoman,  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Livermore,  was  given  to  the  library  by  her  hus- 
band, Rev.  Daniel  P.  Livermore,  and  in  April  a portrait  of 
the  late  Hon.  Daniel  W.  Gooch,  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Gooch  and 
her  son,  William  W.  Gooch.  These  gifts  have  been  placed 
in  the  reading  room  and  the  trustees  take  this  opportunity 
to  publicly  thank  the  donors. 

We  once  more  express  our  thanks  to  the  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Co.,  of  Massachusetts  for  the  second 
volume  of  its  history  received  through  the  kindness  of 
the  historian,  Mr.  Oliver  Ayer  Roberts,  also  to  all  other 
friends  of  the  library  who  have  donated  books  or  periodi- 
cals. 

There  has  been  bought  from  the  William  Emerson  Bar- 
rett fund,  “The  Decoration  of  Houses,”  by  Edith  Wharton, 
and  Ogden  Codman,  Jr.  The  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins  fund, 
and  the  William  Bailey  fund  have  been  allowed  to  accumu- 
late. 

Among  the  books  bought  last  year,  are  included  “ The 
Commercial  Dictionary  of  the  American  Republic,”  Sloan’s 
Life  of  Napoleon,  The  Stoddard  Lectures,  and  a Dictionary 
of  United  States  History. 

The  expense  of  running  the  library,  lighting,  heating, 
salaries,  rebinding  books,  etc.,  makes  quite  a hole  in  our 
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appropriation  so  that  the  amount  spent  for  new  books 
is  really  quite  a moderate  proportion  of  the  whole. 

In  arranging  the  books  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  put 
up  additional  shelving,  which  we  were  obliged  to  place  on 
the  walls  of  the  passageway,  using  up  all  the  spare  room 
available.  In  two  years  from  April  1st,  our  lease  expires. 
Some  change  at  that  time  must  be  made,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  insufficient  room,  but  also  on  account  of  the  noise 
which  is  very  annoying,  though  perhaps  unavoidable  in  such 
a building,  located  where  it  is.  It  would  not  only  be  cheap- 
er, but  better  every  way,  for  the  town  to  build  what  is 
needed  than  hire  any  location  like  the  present  one,  which  is 
inconvenient,  crowded,  noisy  and  expensive. 

In  the  warrant  for  the  March  town  meeting,' is  an  article 
in  regard  to  a site  for  a library  building,  As  stated  in  our 
last  report  the  location  is  most  desirable,  being  central, 
quiet,  and  attractive,  and  the  trustees,  believe  in  common 
with  many  others,  that  this  is  the  spot  on  which  should 
stand  the  Melrose  public  library.  For  the  purchase  of  books, 
and  to  pay  the  running  expenses  of  the  coming  year, 
the  trustees  respectfully  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $1,600, 
and  the  dog  tax;  for  the  annual  rent  of  the  library  rooms, 
$1,000. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  E.  MUNROE,  Secretary, 

ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 

CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 

RUBY  F.  FARWELL., 

MARY  L.  CHARLES, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

GEORGE  E.  MUNROE,  Trustees . 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PER- 
KINS FUND. 

January  i,  1897,  to  January  i,  1898. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1897,  • 
By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 

$550  4-8 
22  22 

Dr. 

$5 72  70 

Balance  on  hand,  . 

572  70 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BAR- 
RETT FUND. 

January  i,  1897,  T0  January  i,  1898. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand,  January  1,  1897,  . 
By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 

»75  49 
3 02 

Dr. 

$78  51 

Balance  on  hand,  .... 

• • 78  51 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  BAILEY  FUND. 


January  i,  1897,  T0  January 
Cr, 

1,  1898. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1897,  • 
By  interest, 

. $2,607  99 

1 13  33 

Dr. 

$2,721  32 

• 

To  treasurer’s  note,  town  of  Melrose,  . $2,000  00 
Balance  on  hand,  . . . . . 74  32 


$2,721  32 
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CATALOGUE  FUND. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  I,  1897,  . 
Fines  collected  by  librarian  in  1897,  • 
Catalogue  sales,  ..... 
Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . 


§1,100  50 
1 1 1 02 
46  00 
29  00 


Dr. 


$1,286  52 


To  amount  paid  for  classifying  library 
and  printing  new  catalogue,  . 

To  paid  sundry  bills,  . 

Balance  on  hand,  . 


$7 24  50 
194  16 
367  86 


$1,286  52 


Respectfully  submitted, 


CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 


Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1 897. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1897,  1 1,621 

“ “ purchased  in  1897,  . 301 

“ “ donated  in  1897,  . 22 

323 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1898,  1 1,944 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1897,  3,268 

Number  of  cards  issued  in  1897,  • • 61 1 

“ “ relinquished  in  1897,  • lS 

596 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1898,  3,864 

Number  of  volumes  replaced  in  1897  ...  135 

“ “ rebound  “ ...  614 

“ magazines  bound  “ .*  . . 50 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day,  . 457 

Smallest  “ “ “ “ “ “ . . 24 

Largest  “ “ “ “ “ month,  . 4,810 

Whole  “ “ “ “ in  1897,  . . 38,674 

Number  of  days  the  library  was  open,  . . . 253 


Reading  Room. 


Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  in  1896,  22,321 

. “ “ “ “ “ “ Jan.  1,  1898,  20,685 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month,  . 2,457 

Smallest  “ “ “ “ “ 1,350 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading 

room,  ........  524 

Books  taken  on  teacher’s  card  for  school  use,  . 233 
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PERIODICALS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

Arena. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Interchange. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Birds. 

Book  Buyer. 

Bookman. 

Century  Magazine. 

Chautauquan  Magazine. 

Cosmopolitan  Magazine. 

Eclectic  Magazine. 

Engineering,  ......  W.  H.  Wiley. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Forum. 

Geographical  Journal. 

Great  Round  World. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

“ Bazar. 

“ Weekly. 

“ Round  Table. 

Heating  and  Ventilation. 

Kintergarten  Magazine. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

Land  of  Sunshine,  . . . . F.  A.  Patten  & Co. 

E.  A.W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads. 

Le  Francais. 

Library  Journal. 

Life. 

Lippincott  Magazine. 

Literary  Digest. 


LIBRARY  REPORT. 


I I 


Literary  News. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

McClure’s  Magazine. 

Munsey’s  Magazine. 

Nation. 

New  England  Magazine. 

North  American  Review. 

Outing  Magazine. 

Overland  Magazine. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  News,  . . Miss  Mary  L/Charles. 

Review  of  Reviews, 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Architect  and  Builder. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner’s  Magazine. 

St.  Nicholas. 

PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Christian  Register. 

Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Home  Market  Bulletin. 

Melrose  Journal,  ....  Mr.  Charles  H.  Adams, 
Melrose  Reporter,  . . . Dunton  & Potter. 

National  Single  Taxer. 

National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune. 

Pilot. 

San  Francisco  Call. 

Springfield  Republican. 

Tuft’s  Weekly. 

Youth’s  Companion. 
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DONATIONS. 


Books. 


Acts  and  Resolves  of  Mass.,  ....  State,  2 vols 
Acts  and  Resolves  of  Province  of  Mass.  Bay,  State,  i “ 
Invention  of  the  Reaping  Machine,  . 

J.  R.  Parsons,  L.  Miller  & Co.,  I “ 
Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents, 

Hon.  Wm.  E.  Barrett,  i “ 
Memoirs  of  Robert  C.  Winthrop, 


Robert  C.  Winthrop,  Jr.  I “ 
Chamonix  and  the  Range  of  Mt. 

Blanc,  ....  Edward  Whymper,  I “ 
Old  South  Church,  Newbury  port, 

Hon.  George  F.  Stone,  i “ 
Proprietor’s  Records  of  the  town 

of  Lunenburg,  Mass.,  . . W.  A.  Davis,  I “ 

Report  of  Boston  Young  Men’s 


Christian  Union, 

Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Park 
Com.,  . . . . . 


Wm.  H.  Baldwin  i 

Park  Com.,  i “ 


Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board,  t . . . . . 

Report  of  State  Board  of  Docks 
and  Terminal  Facilities  . 
Science  and  Health, 

Who  Invented  the  Reaper,  . 

The  Hawaiian  Islands,  . 

A Hand-book  on  the  annexation 
of  Hawaii,  . 


Met.  Water  Board  I “ 

State,  i “ 
J.  C.  F.  Slayton,  i “ 
McCormick  Machine  Co. 
Dr.  John  E.  Sanborn. 


Dr.  John  E.  Sanborn. 


LIBRARY  REPORT. 


3 


Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  the  library  Jan.  i,  1897,  L751 

Annual  Report  of  the  Baltimore  Enoch  Pratt 

Library, 1 

Annual  Report  of  the  Beverly  Public  Library,  1 

“ “ “ Brockton  “ 1 

“ “ “ Brookline  “ 1 

“ “ “ Chelsea  “ 1 

“ “ “ Clinton  “ 1 

“ “ “ Concord  “ 1 

“ “ “ Everett  “ 1 

“ “ “ Hopedale  “ 1 

“ “ “ Leicester  “ 1 

“ “ “ Malden  “ 1 

“ “ “ Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library,  1 

“ “ “ Newton,  Mass.,  “ 1 

“ “ “ Northampton,  Mass.,  “ 1 

“ “ “ Peabody  Ins.,  Peabody,  “ 1 

“ “ “ Peabody  Ins.,  Danvers,  “ 1 

“ “ “ Philadelphia  “ 1 

“ “ “ Salem  “ 1 

“ “ “ Somerville  “ I 

“ “ “ Springfield  “ 1 

“ “ “ St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Ass.,  1 

“ “ “ Warren  Public  Library  1 

“ “ “ Watertown  “ 1 

“ “ “ Winthrop  “ 1 

“ “ “ Woburn  “ 1 

“ “ “ Worcester  “ 1 

Annual  Report  of  Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Asso.,  1 
Annual  Report  of  Lake  Mohonk  Conference.  A.  K. 

Smiley,  .........  1 

Sketch  of  Horatio  King.  H.  E.  King.  1 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  office,  ...  52 

1,832 

CARRIE  M.  WORTHEN, 

Librarian. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  MELROSE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  1896. 


The  trustees  of  the  public  library  respectfully  present 
their  twenty-sixth  annual  report. 

The  close  of  the  year  shows  a gratifying  increase  in  the 
patronage  of  both  library  and  reading  room. 

The  new  rooms  have  proved  attractive,  and  although  not 
all  that  could  be  desired,  meet  the  present  requirements  of 
the  library. 

In  comparing  the  annexed  report  of  the  librarian  with 
the  report  for  1895,  the  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that 
the  figures  for  that  year  were  somewhat  curtailed  by  the 
removal  of  the  library  from  the  Town  Hall.  We  find  that 
571  more  persons  are  taking  books,  Jan.  1,  1897,  than  at  the 
same  period  in  1896.  The  total  circulation  of  books  in 
1896,  (305  days),  was  44,062  ; in  1895,  (27°  days),  36,276  ; 
an  average  per  day  in  1896,  of  144.46  ; in  1895,  °f  134-45  I 
showing  a gain  in  circulation  in  1896  of  about  7J4  per  cent. 
The  increased  attendance  in  the  reading  room  shows  that 
the  measures  taken  for  the  comfort  of  its  patrons  have  been 
appreciated. 

In  1896  there  were  22,321  persons  who  made  use  of  its 
privileges  ; in  1895,  18,461,  and  in  1894,  19,313. 
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There  were  493  books  purchased  and  19  donated  in  1896, 
making  a total  now  in  the  library  of  1 1,621.  In  this  connec- 
tion some  statistics  of  the  library  in  comparison  with  1886, 
may  prove  interesting.  January  I,  1887,  there  were  in  the 
library  6,999  volumes.  January  1,  1897,  there  are  11,621, 
an  increase  of  66  per  cent.  Circulation  in  1886,  among  a 
population  of  6,536,  was  28,952,  in  1896,  among  a population 
of  12,300,  it  was  44,062.  The  ratio  of  circulation  to  popula- 
tion showing  a loss  of  21  per  cent.  It  would  hardly  be  fair 
to  measure  the  intelligence  of  our  community  by  this 
standard  ; certainly  the  army  of  readers  in  1886  was  not  so 
far  removed  from  the  base  of  supplies  as  at  present.  That 
the  percentage  of  loss  is  not  more  is  a wonder  when  we 
consider  the  abnormal  growth  of  our  town  in  territory  and 
population. 

In  regard  to  the  new  catalogue  we  are  sorry  we  could  not 
fulfill  the  conditional  promise  made  in  our  last  report. 
Good  progress  has  been  made,  however,  with  the  means 
at  our  disposal.  A new  card  case  has  been  bought,  which 
is  being  rapidly  filled  with  type  written  cards  from  which 
the  new  catalogue  will  be  printed.  It  is  hoped  this  may  be 
ready  by  next  fall.  Attention  is  again  called  to  the  bulle- 
tins, which  may  be  had  free  of  charge  at  the  librarian’s  desk. 

We  trust  our  friends  at  the  Highlands  will  give  their  local 
branch  more  patronage  the  coming  year,  otherwise  it  may  be 
necessary  to  close  the  same  as  a measure  of  economy.  We 
repeat  the  invitation  of  last  year,  and  again  notify  all  resi- 
dents in  that  section,  that  the  branch  is  in  the  store  of  Miss 
Carrie  L.  Libby,  152  Franklin  street. 

The  trustees  gratefully  acknowledge  the  gift  from  the 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Companyof  Massachusetts 
of  the  history  of  that  organization,  presented  to  the  library 
through  the  courtesy  of  its  historian,  our  fellow  townsman, 
Mr.  Oliver  Ayer  Roberts. 
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They  also  thank  all  persons  who  during  the  past  year 
have  given  books  or  periodicals  to  the  library  or  reading 
room. 

There  has  been  bought  from  the  Horatio  Nelson  Perkins 
fund  “The  Life  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,”  by  Warden,  and  from 
the  Wm.  Emerson  Barrett  fund  “ European  Architecture,” 
by  Russell  Sturgis.  The  William  Bailey  fund  has  been  al- 
lowed to  accumulate. 

The  trust  funds  will  be  a great  help  in  the  future  financial 
management  of  the  library  and  more  such  would  be  gladly 
received. 

The  report  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Free  Library 
Commission  has  just  been  filed  at  the  State  House.  We 
quote  from  an  article  in  the  Evening  Transcript  bearing  on 
this  report. 

“ Public  interest  in  the  free  library  movement  is  annually 
seeking  expression  in  general  statutes.  Several  states 
have  by  formal  enactment  recognized  the  public  library  as 
essential  to  progressive  social  life.  The  statutes  thus  far 
perfected,  though  differing  in  detail,  aim  at  the  same  result: 
the  building  of  a free  circulating  library  in  every  village 
and  township  as  a complement  to  the  free  school.”  “ Good 
results  have  come  from  the  effort  in  many  places  to  estab- 
lish close  relations  between  the  library  and  the  schools,  and 
the  commissioners  recommend  all  free  libraries  to  give 
special  attention  to  the  wants  of  children,  not  only  by  pro- 
viding special  rooms  for  them  where  possible,  but  also  by 
having  a care  that  young  children  take  out  only  such  books 
as  are  suitable  for  them,  by  having  special  cards  for  children, 
and  by  having  librarian  or  assistant  give  them  aid  in  select- 
ing books.”  “ The  general  trend  of  the  libraries  in  the 
State  is  said  by  the  commissioners  to  be  in  the  current  of 
the  most  progressive  methods  and  broadest  practical  utility, 
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while  the  general  demand  for  books  is  a demand  for  the  best 
books,  those  that  are  stimulating  and  instructive  as  well  as 
entertaining.  The  libraries  are  becoming  daily  of  more  help 
to  the  school  and  to  the  home.” 

Although  it  is  not  possible  in  our  library  to  fully  carry  out 
the  recommendations  of  the  commissioners  with  regard  to 
the  special  needs  of  the  children,  great  care  is  taken  in  the 
selection  of  their  books  and  in  supplying  their  wants  both 
in  library  and  reading  room. 

In  view  of  the  encouraging  facts  above  presented  the  trus- 
tees hope  the  town  will  see  fit  to  continue  its  liberal  policy 
in  relation  to  the  needs  of  the  library.  It  has  been  made 
still  more  evident  during  the  past  year  that  the  town  in  the 
near  future  should  take  some  action  in  regard  to  larger 
quarters  for  the  library’s  growing  work.  This  fact  we 
strongly  emphasized  in  our  last  report. 

The  desirable  sites  for  a library  building  are  few  indeed,  and 
are  getting  fewer  and  more  valuable  every  year.  A permanent 
location  on  Main  street  is  not  desirable  unless  the  building 
could  be  set  back  from  the  street.  It  seems  to  the  trustees 
that  the  site  of  the  high  school  building  recently  burned  is 
an  admirable  one  for  a town  library,  and  they  would  respect- 
fully ask  that  the  matter  be  given  the  consideration  which 
they  think  it  deserves. 

The  land  is  owned  by  the  town,  the  location  is  convenient 
and  central,  equally  accessible  by  steam  and  electric  cars, 
quiet  and  in  every  way  suitable. 

We  know  there  are  many  persons  who  value  the  library  as 
an  important  aid  in  the  intellectual  and  moral  development 
of  our  town,  and  we  trust  their  influence  will  be  exerted  in 
behalf  of  any  measure  for  the  establishment  of  a permanent 
home  for  its  use. 

For  the  purchase  of  books  and  to  pay  the  running  expenses 
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of  the  coming  year  the  trustees  respectfully  ask  for  an  appro- 
priation of  $1,600  and  the  dog  tax;  for  the  annual  rent  of  the 
library  rooms,  $1,000. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  E.  MUNROE,  Secretary. 


ELBRIDGE  H.  GOSS, 
CHARLES  C.  BARRY, 
RUBY  F.  FARWELL, 


MARY  L.  CHARLES, 
CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 
GEO.  E.  MUNROE, 

Trustees. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HORATIO  NELSON  PERKINS  FUND. 
JANUARY  I,  I896,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1 897. 


Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1896,  . 
By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank, 

Dr. 

To  paid  J.  H.  Wulfekoetter,  books, 


$534  40 
21  58 

$555  98 
5 50 


Balance  on  hand,  .......  $550  48 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  EMERSON  BARRETT  FUND. 
JANUARY  I,  1896,  TO  JANUARY  I,  1 897. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1897,  . . . $75  14 

By  interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . . 3 02 


Dr. 

To  paid  Wm.  B.  Clarke  & Co.,  books, 


$78  16 
2 67 


Balance  on  hand,  . 


t>7 5 49 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  WILLIAM  BAILEY  FUND. 
JANUARY  I,  1896,  TO  JANUARY  1, 1 897. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  January  i,  1896,  . . . $2,460  00 

By  balance  of  bequest  from  H.  Forbes,  exec- 
utor,   . 41  50 

By  interest.  ........  106  49 


Dr. 

To  amount  to  town  of  Melrose, 
treasurer’s  note, 

Balance  on  hand,  . 


$2,607  99 


. $2,000  00 
607  99 


$2,607  99 
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CATALOGUE  FUND. 

Cr. 

By  balance  on  hand  Jan  1,  1896,  . 

$973  38 

Fines  collected  by  librarian  in  1896,  . 

. 

142 

55 

From  appropriation,  .... 

x57 

50 

Interest  from  Melrose  Savings  Bank,  . 

42 

57 

Si, 316 

00 

Dr. 

To  amount  paid  L.  B.  Wilder  & Co., 

printing, 

$31  00 

To  amount  paid  Webster  Cook  & Co., 

repairs,  ..... 

3 50 

To  amount  paid  Rosa  M.  Gibbons, 

labor  on  catalogue, 

16  00 

To  amount  paid  Library  Bureau,  cata- 

logue case,  ..... 

165  00 

S213 

50 

Balance  on  hand,  .......  $1,100  50 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  PATCH, 

Treasurer. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1 896. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  I,  1896,  11,109 

“ purchased  in  1896,  . 493 

“ “ donated  in  1896,  . 19 

512 

Number  of  volumes  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1897,  11,621 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1896,  2,697 

Number  of  cards  issued  in  1896,  . . 592 

“ “ relinquished  in  1896,  . 21 

571 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library  Jan.  1,  1897,  3,268 

Number  of  volumes  replaced  in  1896,  . . . 1 77 

“ “ rebound  in  1896,  . . . 606 

“ magazines  bound  in  1896,  ...  37 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day,  . 417 

Smallest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  day,  . 30 

Largest  number  of  books  issued  in  one  month,  . 4,474 

Whole  number  of  books  issued  in  1896,  . . 44,062 

“ “ “ sent  to  Highlands,  . 1,564 

Number  of  days  the  library  was  open,  . . 305 

Reading  Room. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  in  1895,  18,461 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reading  room  in  1896,  22,321 

Largest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month,  . . 2,232 

Smallest  number  of  visitors  in  one  month,  . 1,304 

Books  brought  from  library  for  use  in  reading  room,  193 

Books  taken  on  teachers’  card  for  school  use,  . 197 
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PERIODICALS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect  and  Building  News. 

Arena. 

Art  Amateur. 

Art  Interchange. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Book  Buyer. 

Bookman. 

Century  Magazine. 

Chautauquan  Magazine. 

Cosmopolitan  “ 

Critic. 

Eclectic  Magazine. 

Engineering. W.  H.  Wiley. 

Forest  and  Stream. 

Forum. 

Gartenlaube. 

Harper’s  Monthly  Magazine. 

“ Bazar 

Weekly 

“ Round  Table 

Heating  and  Ventilation. 

Kindergarten  Magazine. 

Land  of  Sunshine,  . . . . F.  A.  Patten  & Co. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

Le  Francais. 

Library  Journal. 

Life. 

Lippincott’s  Magazine. 

Literary  Digest. 
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Literary  News. 

Littell’s  Living  Age. 

London  Illustrated  News. 

Munsey’s  Magazine. 

Nation. 

North  American  Review. 

New  England  Magazine. 

Outing. 

Overland  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  News,  . . . Miss  Mary  L.  Charles. 

Review  of  Reviews. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Architect  and  Builder. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner’s  Magazine. 

St.  Nicholas. 

PAPERS  IN  READING  ROOM. 

Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Christian  Register,  .....  W.  F.  Conant. 
Cincinnati  Gazette. 

Home  Market  Bulletin. 

Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

Melrose  Journal,  .....  Charles  H.  Adams. 
Melrose  Reporter,  .....  Dunton  & Potter. 
National  Tribune,  G.  A.  R. 

New  York  Tribune,  weekly. 

Pilot. 

San  Francisco  Call. 

Spirit  of  ’76. 

Springfield  Republican. 

Tufts  Weekly. 

Youth’s  Companion. 
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DONATIONS. 

Books. 

Cause  of  Hard  Times.  . . Uriel  H.  Crocker,  1 vol. 

Christianity  in  the  United  States.  Rev.  D.  Dorchester,  1 “ 

Problem  of  Religious  Progress.  “ “ “ 1 “ 

Joint  Metallism,  . . . Anson  Phelps  Stokes,  1 “ 

Mass.  Soldiers  and  Sailors  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 

State,  1 “ 

Mass,  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  1861-1865.  “ 2 “ 

Messages  and  Papers  of  the  Presidents  1789-1897,  U.  S.  2 “ 
Oration  in  Honor  of  Col.  William  Prescott.  . 1 “ 

Memorial  of  Frederick  T.  Greenhalge.  . . 1 “ 

Acts  and  Resolves  of  Province  of  Mass.  Bay.  State,  1 “ 
History  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery 

Co.  of  Mass.  Oliver  A.  Roberts,  2 “ 
Addresses  and  Speeches.  . Robert  C.  Winthrop,  4 “ 
Washington,  Bowdoin  and  Franklin.  “ “ 1 “ 

Pamphlets. 

Number  of  pamphlets  in  the  library  Jan.  1,  1896,  1,7 51 

Annual  Report  of  the  Baltimore  Enoch  Pratt  Free 

Library,  ........  I 

Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  . 1 


A A 

“ 

Brockton 

A A 

I 

“ 

AA 

Brookline 

A A 

I 

a a 

A* 

n 

A A 

Chelsea 

Clinton 

AA 

ii 

I 

AA 

ii 

Everett 

AA 

I 

u 

A A 

Hopedale 

A A 

I 

A A 

A A 

Leicester 

AA 

I 

Carried  jorzvard , ......  1,760 
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Brought  forzvard , ......  1,760 

Annual  Report  of  the  Malden  Public  Library,  1 

“ “ Manchester,  N.  H.,  Public  Library,  1 


“ “ Medford  Public  Library,  1 

“ “ Newton  “ I 

“ “ Northampton  “ 1 

“ “ Peabody  “ I 

“ “ Quincy  “ 1 

“ “ Salem  “ 1 

**  “ Somerville  “ 1 

4‘  “ Springfield  “ 1 

“ “ St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library,  1 

“ “ Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Public  Library,  1 

“ ' “ Watertown  “ 1 

“ “ Winchester  “ 1 

“ “ Winthrop  “ 1 

“ “ Woburn  “ I 

“ “ Worcester  “ 1 

Report  of  the  Latest  Phase  of  the  Southern  Ute 

Question,  ........  1 


Public  Libraries  as  a Means  of  Education,  J.  H. 
Benton,  Jr.,  ....... 

The  Dawes  Commission  and  the  Civilized  Tribes  of 


Indian  Territory,  ......  1 

Annual  Report  of  Committee  of  the  Indian  Rights 

Association,  .......  1 

Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  Public  Reservations,  1 

Official  Gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office,  . . 52 


What  the  Small  Town  May  Do  for  Itself,  Charles 
K.  Bolton 


1,835 

CARRIE  M.  WORTHEN, 

Librarian. 


